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My Teacher 
By Will H. Houghton, D.D. 


President, the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 


SUNDAY school teacher, 
I don’t know his name. 
A wonderful preacher 
Who never found fame. 
So faithful, so earnest 
When I was a boy— 
He stuck to his task 
Tho’ I tried to annoy. 
He never was missing, 
In cold or in heat, 
A smile his face lighted 
The moment we’d meet. 
He taught by example 
As well as by word, 
This splendid old teacher 
Who honored his Lord.: 
He helped my young life 
More than ever he knew. 
Later years I remembered 
And tried to be true. 
I suppose he has gone now 
To join Heaven’s ranks, 
May it be my good fortune 
Some day to say thanks. 


“igs Goodness and Forbearance” 


God’s grace still lights the darkening 
sky of this world. The shadows are length- 
ening, but the day of mercy has not yet 
faded into the night of judgment. God's 
unchangeable love was strikingly illustrated 
in a recent occurrence. Just before Christ- 
mas an Associated Press dispatch reported 
that the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
was giving its 6,000 striking employees 
their Christmas dinners. The order went 
out to give single men $1.50, married men 


$5, and those with families $10. This great 
company, with plants in several cities, was 
still thinking of the needs of its employees 
who were resisting its decisions. “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom. 5:8). “He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and send- 
eth rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Matt. 5:45). “Despisest thou the riches 
of his goodness and forbearance and long- 
suffering; not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth to repentance?” (Rom. 2: 4.) 


= 
Dr. Machen Called Home 


An irreparable loss has been sustained 
by the Christian Church in the sudden 
death of Dr. J. Gresham Machen. He 
had given his usual radio message in Phila- 
delphia on the last Sunday afternoon of the 
year, and then started west for speaking en- 
gagements, He was stricken with pneumonia, 
taken to a hospital at Bismarck, N. Dak., and 
was called Home to be with the Lord on New 
Year’s Day. Dr. Machen has been one of 
the commanding figures in the Christian 
history of our generation, Few have 
equaled his masterly service in the New 
Testament field as a scholarly defender of 


the faith, His writings are luminously 
clear both in their setting forth of founda- 
tion doctrines and in their exposure of 
Modernism, His massive and exhaustive 
volume on “The Virgin Birth of Christ” 
stands alone, an unequaled an permanent 
contribution to Christian litérature. His 
other books and magazine articles estab- 
lished a new standard in their rare com- 
bination of spiritual insight, unswerving 
fidelity to the Word, highest scholarship 
and intellectuality, and unerring, unanswer- 
able exposure of the false and unscriptural 
teachings of Modernism. One of Dr. 
Machen’s unusual theses, which he proved 
overwhelmingly, was that Modernism is 
not, and cannot be, really intellectual; he 
demonstrated this by showing repeated in- 
stances of Modernism’s ignorance and stul- 
tifying of the principles of logic and reason. 
This great scholar’s brilliant writings, both 
constructive and critical, were never an- 
swered by those whose unbelief he exposed 
—for they could not be. Dr. Machen in- 
spired deep personal affection in the hearts 
of those who knew him best, and his loss 
will be mourned by a host of Christian 
friends and readers. The Times will pub- 
lish a sketch of his life and work, in next 
week’s issue, by President James Oliver 
Buswell, Jr., of Wheaton College. 
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Is the Advent Hope Practical? 


This editorial continues the series of articles 
on Bible Prophecy, by the Editor, Charles G. 
Ttumbull. Last week’s article began “Seven 
Reasons for Believing in the Second Coming.” 
This week the second of these seven reasons 
is discussed. In next week’s issue the remain- 
ing five of the seven reasons will be taken 
up. The series on Prophecy will continue in 
the Times for several months, 


HE second of our seven reasons for 
I believing in the Second Coming of 
Christ is that it is the only. practical 
way to make our Christian life and activ- 
ity worth while. 
are many true Christians who do not real- 
ize this, and whose activities therefore are 
directed in impractical and useless channels. 
I remember, not long before the World 
War broke in 1914, talking with three in- 
timate friends about the Lord’s return. 
One was a business man of large means 
and responsibilities, who was known the 
world around for his Sunday school lead- 
ership, and who was also deeply concerned 
for true soul winning. I asked him whether 
he had ever specially studied the subject of 
the Lord’s return. “No,” he replied with 
a friendly smile; “I have had to be a prac- 
tical man all my life, a business man, and 
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It is a sad fact that there 4 [-then attended. When I asked him the 


I have never had time to look much into 
that subject.” Later I was with this Sun- 
day school leader and a group of friends 
while attending the World’s Sunday School 
Convention in Zurich, Switzerland, and the 
subject of the Lord’s return was mentioned. 
“You do not think,” said he, “that the 
Lord will come back until we have made 
this world a fit place for him to come to, 
do you?” 
Pr sae of the three was a lawyer, an 
est Christian and an elder in the church 


same question, he answered: .“I have never 
been specially interested in speculative mat- 
ters of that sort.” 

The third was a devoted Christian woman 
and mother, active in the Sunday school 
and church; and she answered: “All I 
am interested in is doing the Lérd’s work, 
and then, no matter when he may or may 
not come, it is all the same with me. I 
am only interested in doing what he has 
given me to do.” : 

These three typical Christians, the busi- 
ness man, the lawyer, and the mother and 
Sunday school teacher, did not realize that 
they were all impractical in their hopes 
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and purposes in Christian activity while 
priding themselves on being practical. . In- 
deed, when the World War broke, the busi- 
ness man frankly admitted that his Chris- 
tian faith was almost shattered. He had 
supposed that Christianity was so far on 
its way toward converting the world that 
there never could be another great war. 
Those who were intelligently clear on the 
Bible’s teaching that wars must continue 
until the Lord comes again were not sur- 
prised by the cataclysm that broke in 1914. 
Is it practical to be so ignorant of a great, 
dominant teaching of the Bible that one 
almost loses faith when plainly predicted 
events come to pass? 

As for the Christian lawyer’s thought 
that the Lord’s return is a “speculative 
matter,” if that is so, then the Gospel also 
is “speculative,” and we are left in uncer- 
tainty whether Christ really died for our 
sins, and whether he can save ‘those who 
trust him as Saviour. For the Gospel of 
salvation and the Second Coming of Christ 
rest on one and the same foundation — the 
Word of God. And— God be praised! — 
the inspired and infallible Word is never 
speculative, but “all the promises of God 
in him [Christ] are yea, and in him Amen” 
(2 Cor. 1:20). 

There are many Christian activities to- 
day which, while carried on by those who 
are really Christians, are yet utterly futile 
and hopeless in God’s sight. For they are 
directed toward ushering in world-wide 
peace, toward “Christianizing the social 
order,” and toward other ends that are 
hopeless until. “that blessed hope” has been 
fulfilled by the return of Christ himself, 
who alone can do certain things that he 
has never asked his Church to do in this 
present age. 

The late Edward Bok was a man of 
remarkable ability, of wide knowledge, and 
of genuine altruism—but he did some 
things he would never have done had he 
known the truth of the Lord’s return. For 
example, he offered a prize of $100,000 for 
the best plan for world peace. There were 
upwards of 22,000 applicants for this prize, 
and it was awarded to one of these for an 
elaborate peace plan which, needless to say, 
has not yet worked out. 

For a Christian to be ignorant of the 
Second Coming of Christ, and of the course 
of this age, and of the true mission of the 
Church, — which is not to convert the world 
but to evangelize the world, —is to be like 
mariners sailing an ocean without chart 
or compass; like travelers setting out to 
reach a certain destination but moving 
‘steadily in a wrong direction. It is not 
practical to attempt to do what God does 
not want us to do, and what he says we 
cannot do. If we would be really practical, 
we must know what the Lord meant when 
he said, “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19: 
13). 

King George V of England, ruler over 
the British Empire ‘on which the sun 
never sets,” was a Christian monarch 
trusted and beloved throughout the world. 
But apparently he did not know as much 
of the truth of the Second Coming as did 
his godly grandmother, Queen Victoria. 
In June, 1933, he opened the World Eco- 
nomic Conference in London with the 
words: “I believe this to be the first time 
in history that any Sovereign has presided 
at the opening of a conference of all the 
nations of all the world.” Then in an 
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address partly in French and partly in 
English he continued: 

“The world is in its unquiet state, and 
for you gentlemen, who from today begin 
the work of restoration, the task is heavy. 
It: will not be achieved except through 
good will and sincere co-operation. . .. 
I fully recognize the magnitude of the tasks 
of this conference, but there is evidence of 
a real desire to reach agreement which 
gives me hope. All nations are suffering 
from a common ill. ... In the face of a 
crisis which all realize and acknowledge, 
I appeal. to you all to co-operate for the 
sake of the ultimate good of the whole 
world. It cannot be beyond the powers of 
man so to use the vast resources of the 
world as to assure the material progress 
of civilization. . .. Now is the opportunity 
to harness this new consciousness of com- 
mon interests to the service of mankind.” 

Surely this, with many other govern- 
mental expressions of hope for world-wide 
agreement and peace, is a pathetic evidence 
of the ignorance of men and the futility of 
their efforts. There was no mention of God 
or of the Lord Jesus Christ in this inau- 
gural from a Christian monarch; nor has 
God been recognized in recent international 
declarations, whether at Geneva, Locarno, 
London, or Washington. But a time is 
coming when the King shaJl come who 
alone can heal “all nations suffering from 
a common ill’; for God has promised, 
when that time comes, “that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2: 
10, II). 

ve 


W. W. Rugh with the Lord 


S THE old year ended, another Chris- 

tian leader finished his earthly course. 
On December 31 William W. Rugh, Vice- 
President and Associate Dean of the Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, 
was called Home in his sixty-ninth year. 
He founded the Institute twenty-four years 
ago, and had been a teacher and officer in 
it ever since. While he had not been well 
during the past year and had had to cut- 
tail his work, he missed none of his classes 
during the autumn term, and was present 
at the Institute on December 30. He rose 
as usual on Thursday morning, December 
31, and after breakfast helped his daughter 
with the dishes and had family prayers. He 
talked for a short time with Mrs. Rugh, 
and then went to his room to mark exam- 
ination papers. In a few moments he slip- 
ped away peacefully and went to be with 
the Lord. His life and his passing remind 
one of Enoch, for he did indeed walk with 
God, “and he was not; for God took him.” 
It seems very significant that on Monday 
night, December 28, he had spoken at a 
meeting of graduates of the Institute on 
Philippians 3:13, 44: “Brethren, I count 
not myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” These 





words are a fitting summary of his life, 
for his aim was to “know Him and make 
Him known,” and to lead other Christians 
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to know and love the Bible and to become 
soul-winners. Few men knew the Bible 
as well as Mr. Rugh, and he had an un- 
usual ability to warm the hearts of his 
hearers and to impart the deepest truths 
of Scripture in ways that they will never 
forget. He was quiet, humble, and cheerful, 
and his keen sense of humor always bright- 
ened his teaching. Mr. Rugh’s was an 
abundant. entrance into Heaven, and as the 
new year dawned he was not, like our- 
selves, “standing at the portal of the open- 
ing year,” but in the presence of his Saviour 
and Lord, whose he is and whom he served. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















How Long Did 
Mary Stay in Bethlehem ? 


I was greatly interested in Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith’s article in the Times of De- 
cember 5 entitled “The Miraculous Choice 
of. Bethlehem.” 

The reading of this article, however, 

. brought before my mind again the question* 
of our Lord’s history immediately after his 
birth in this little city of Bethlehem. 

In Matthew 2:14 we read: “He [Joseph] 
took the young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt.” In Luke 
2:39, 40 we read: “And when they had 
performed all things according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own city Nazareth. And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon 


: ’ 


him.’ 


I believe in the inspiration of the entire 
Scriptures, but must confess some difficulty 
with this or rather these two passages. I 
underlined the words “‘young child” above 

use I have wondered why Herod slew 
all the children up to two years. It would 
seem possible that perhaps our Lord was 
nearly two at the time that the wise men 
came into the house. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith in his article says, 
“There was only one week in all of Mary’s 
life, as far as we know, when she was ever 
in the city of Bethlehem, and that week 
was the week in which she gave birth to 
her first-born Son.” This would look as 
though Jesus left Bethlehem almost imme- 
diately. 


I am sure that many of your readers 
would be glad of any light that you may be 
_ to. throw on this subject—A Canadian 
reader. 


{Dr. Smith’s answer is given on page 37) 
we 
The Series on Revival 
in Pamphlet Form 


é kw, nine articles on revival, by Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, Director of the Great 
Commission Prayer League, published in 
the Times from October 24 to January 9, 
are now being published as a booklet. 

Multitudes of Christians have been pray- 
ing for revival in our land. Mr. Wads- 
worth’s articles are encouraging and stimu- 
lating, containing many illustrations from 
the past and new and fresh Bible studies 
on the subject of revival. Doubtless many 
will wish to. secure a number of copies of 
this series to give to ministers and other 
Christian workers, and the price has been 
kept low to permit a wide distribution. 

The booklet may be had at 10 cents a 
copy, postpaid, or $6.50 per hundred, not 
postpaid, from The Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 N. La Salle Street, 
Chicago. 
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CHIPS FROM 


A GOLDEN GATE 
WORKSHOP 














By RICHARD E. DAY, D.D. 


“My Human Lips Filled With the Word!” 

















Chapter V 
His Word Was in My Tongue 


HE door is closing upon a priceless 
era in my life. Reluctantly I leave 
the Berkshire Hills of Northfield, 
whose very sands have been laden with 
gold, So, with the dramatic sense one 
has when his last words are being spoken, 
I want to stand in the midst of my closing 
words upon Moody, crying out for my own 
soul’s good, and for those patient enough 
to listen, — 

“The secret of Moody, which thanks 
be to God, we all may copy, was sim- 
ply this, His soul was enflamed with 
the Book. My human lips filled with 
the Word!” 


~Really, I never detected a certain mys- 
tery in the first seven verses of 2 Samuel 
23, until after these past two years had let 
me live with D. L. Just a few days ago, 
I looked at those verses again, and saw 
what I’d merely read a hundred times. 

“These be the last words of David! Look 
at the fashion in which God raised nie. 
I was the humblest son of Bethlehem’s 
most impoverished shepherd. But He 
raised me on high, and made of me the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, the sweet 
psalmist of Israel. Would you like to 
know how He did it? Listen, O hungry 
hearts! it can happen again, ten thousand 
times : 


The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
And His word was in my tongue!” 


My friend, if my humble sentences haven’t 
made this clear, I’ve wasted your time 
and spoiled many fair pages in Tue Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times. All I’ve “prayed to 
say” is that the origin and abiding of a 
Christian power is simply devoted infilling 
with the Word of God. 


But, blessings have come to me at least. 
In early ministerial years, an unhappy bias 
got into my thinking through an inane 
criticism a “liberal” made of a faithful 
preacher: “All he says is simply a string 
of proof texts!” 

If that’s a disease, I now want a double 
exposure! 

At another time, an “advanced thinker” 
(how these gentle men dislike themselves!) 
warned me against “Bibliolatry.” I blush 
to think his bogy word for a time did 


fright my soul. But now,—if any man 
chooses to sneer that I worship the Bible, 
let him! To me it is the Word of God, 
as D. L, said, “from back to back,” sweet 
to my tongue, and wine to my heart, 


Moody’s “growth in the Word” is a 
romance that would fill a book. Despite 
the high respect established in his heart 
by the memory of “his mother and her 
dear and dear and precious Book,” Moody 
actually moved into his ministry by slight- 
ing the Bible. What odd torques are in 
these minds of ours! When we especially 
respect’ something or other, we must be 
watchful against neglecting it for that very 
reason! 

Moody began by “taking texts.” It was 
the thing to do, very satisfactory to him 
because he had high respect for the Book. 
But, his sermons were not “rooted in the 
texts and sustained thereby.” They were 
an agglomerate; a mass of volcanic frag- 
ments: united haphazard, upon which, like 
a scientist’s label, a paper text was pasted. 
His own personal experiences, and attrac- 
tive ideas he got from others. All of which 
he would have liked very well without 
any thought of the Bible. The text had 
value because it threw a very helpful light 
on what he was saying. Good friend, I 
can thus fluently describe the case because 
I’ve been so expert therein myself, 

Little Henry Moorehouse gave D. L.’s 
complacency the first cropper. These two 
young men (D. L. 30, Moorehouse 27) 
were in a little London meeting hall a 
summer’s night in 1867. Moody “preach- 
ing.” Before Moody had spoken five min- 
utes, Gospel-honed Moorehouse saw that 
he was “talking outside of the Book.” 
After service, he so nettled Moody with 
his rasping Lancashire frankness that 
Moody never wanted to see him again. 
“Mr. Moody, you’re deficient in the Word 
of God. If you'll preach God’s words 
instead of your own, He'll make a great 
power of you.” 

Rarely does a Christian receive a Bibline 
mind until years after his conversion, One 
reason is, he goes to school to learn about 
the Bible! And there, he is so vigorously 
set to find out what wise men say contcern- 
ing it, that the Bible itself is left cooling 
its heels in the library. The average min- 
ister from the average seminary has been 
so successfully weaned of the Word, that 
if he ever wakes up, he is amazed to find 
that preaching the Gospel, which he fondly 
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assumes himself to have been doing, is the 
very thing he has not been doing at all. 
There have been torrents of words running 
over his lips; very high sounding, decent 
things; but actually, not “Bible.” 

Even if one is spared the seminary, as 
was the case with Moody, he achieves the 
same results by gazing into a Narcissus 
Pool while quoting a text! It’s a day of 
penitence and tears with a dominie when 
he sees that conjoining his own ideas of 
fairness, just dealing, kindness, mercy, 
love, backed up with his own illuminating 
adventures, and sealed with crisp new quo- 
tations from Dr. Watta Wise Man, of the 
Stony Fellow Foundation, —isn’t Gospel 
preaching by a thousand leagues. 

Moody saw that to preach the Word 
meant to so fall beneath its spell that his 
attention had the eagerness of Apostolic 
Learned ‘how cheap it was to 
cite secular interpretative matter, and 
neglect the Book’s explanation of its own 
statement. Saw that glib quotation of silky 
poetry to an audience of perishing men was 
Barniecide’s Feast served from a pulpit. 

But this was the stiffest work he ever 
did—to become a Word-preacher. Read 
deeply into the memorabilia and you'll find 
blood marks all along the way as he paid 
the price. 

It meant rising at four A. M. “If I am 
going to get in any Bible study, I have to 
get up before the rest of the folks 
get up.” 

It meant, locking up his commentaries! 
“I pour over the pages, not through the 
specs of some learned commentator, but 
with my own eyes.” 

It meant, living for hours and days in 
the Bible itself, until his own soul moved 
with the pace of the Spirit. “I do not 
know how many weeks I spent in studying 
[certain passages] until at last [the theme] 
just flowed out my finger tips.” 

It meant a steadfast determination never 
to presume to tell what the Bible teaches 
until his lips could accurately quote just 
what it says, every syllable. “What does 
it say, never mind what you think it 
teaches !” 

It meant so “thinking Bible” that he 
could report on setting a hen or priming 
a pump in Bible language. A thousand 
times he said to his students, “Tell us your 
experience in Bible language.” 

But it meant, above all things, an utter 
casting of self on God for ‘help in a matter 
too great for human resolution. Psalm 
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56: 4— “In God I will praise His Word,” 
—jis unintelligible unless it means that our 
only hope for a Bible mind is a constant 
outpouring of the Enabling Spirit. Some 
one once asked him, “Oh, Mr. Moody, how 
can I learn the Bible that way?” He re- 
plied: “Arouse yourself to it! And, keep 
pleading with God. He'll assuredly help 
you!” 


There came at last the blessed day when 
his soul surrendered to the Word, and 
every thought went forth laughing, a glad 
captive of Christ. This was the sunrise 
of power. For many weeks he had been 
absent from Chicago (fall of 1871), re- 
moved from two annoying old women who 
had pierced his ministerial sham. On the 
night before Christmas, he returned to dedi- 
cate the new barn-like Tabernacle. He 
stood up in the desk; he opened the Book; 
and the hush of God swept doWn forthwith. 
This is a miracle the Holy Spirit never 
produces save through Bible-mastered men. 
Contrition, penitence, hunger for God over- 
whelm sinners; noble resolve, heavenly 
thanksgiving, adoration of Jesus overflow 
believers. And for an hour the big crowd 
saw no man, save Jesus only. 

The two old women came forward, 
touched the young man’s arm and said, 
“Walk softly, lad, all the days of thy life. 
Jehovah hath dealt with thee.” Lo, it was 
true! Ina few weeks the fires of Pentecost 
blazed over the world. 


. . . 


My reading friend, the truth’s out! You 
and I now know the secret of power. God 
help us strike at inertia, human cleverness, 
and secular thought as at the angels of 
Satan. As our hearts hunger for another 
return to the days of the right hand of the 
Most High, may He keep us mindful of the 
golden secret thereof, 


My human lips filled with the Word! 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, mey be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postag ja 1 A 





Dear Mother Ruth: A friend of mine pre- 
sented me with a number of The Sunday School 
Times. It is very interesting, and naturally 
my interest was drawn mostly to “Girls’ Prob- 
lems of Today.” Tell me, oh, do please tell 
me frankly, am I right or am I radical? 
Can a Christian attend: the movies? Can a 
Christian take part in tap or toe dancing in 
the school? Kindly tell me, can a true Chris- 
tian have interest in going to those popular 
skating rinks, where the most vulgar jazz and 
dance music is played, where the young men 
and women go who care nothing for the Lord? 
When I have declined, some professing Chris- 
tians say, “It’s not wrong to skate; we must 
have exercise and the like.” Skating is not 
wrong nor exercise; but to me it’s the atmos- 
phere and the company. I have lost out spir- 
itually when attending minor things with the 
ungodly. Where shall we draw the line when 
the Bible says, “Be ye separate’? It is not 
easy for young Christians to take ridicule from 
professing Christians, just because you want 
to play safe—ANXIOUS. 


Y DEAR GIRL: We welcome you 

as one of the readers of this column, 
and are glad to hear from you and to 
know you are seeking to know God’s will 
in these matters of the social life. To 
live out our best Christian ideals is indeed 
to glorify God at all times and everywhere. 
Read the First Psalm and see where we 
are to show ourselves as his children. We 
are to walk “not in the counsel of the 
ungodly,” nor to stand “in the way of sin- 
ners,” nor to sit “in the seat of the scorn- 
ful.” If we truly are in earnest about hav- 
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ing the Lord Jesus Christ abide within us, 
and to show ourselves his children, then 
surely we will act in harmony with the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit within us. We 
must take our eyes off the so-called Chris- 
tian of the day, who does as he or she 
pleases, and we must concentrate on the 
will of God. If he has made it plain to 
you that you ought to separate yourself, 
how can you go with the world and do 
the things which lead to all kinds of wick- 
edness? Where do we “draw the line’? 
There are three influences to which we dare 
not yield ourselves in any way. We must 
be separated from the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil! 

Let us be strong, and fearless. All are 
not leaders, and all are rot yielded in the 
sense of Romans 12:1, 2. When we re- 
ceive the joys of the salvation of the Lord, 
we cannot enjoy the things made to attract 
us by Satan, and we must take our stand, 
and be loyal to the forces of purity, having 
communion with God Almichty, following 
the Holy Spirit, and turning away from all 
that dishonors him whom we love. We 
ought never to compromise with anything 
that does not help us in the things of God. 
It certainly does seem to annoy professing 
Christians when we loyal followers will 
not be found in the “seat of the scornful” ! 


They would really like to have the com-. 


panionship of those who take a stand against 
the works of unrighteousness. Don’t fail 
your Lord! He is depending on you, so be 
sure to refuse to be found in the courts 
of the enemy. Remember you are a child 
of God, and as such you must not drag your 
inheritance in the mud. Hold your banner 
high! Let all see your cclors, let them 
know you are enjoying the walk with the 
Lord, and that you are bound for a coun- 
try which will last eternally, and which 
has been prepared for you in the heavens! 

Oh, how your school needs a representa- 
tive of the Lord God Almighty to show 


















































Two women are placed by the hand of God beside nearly all His greathearts — the mother and the wife. The precious lost photos 
are, as if by miracle, recovered for the Centennial. All three were taken about the same time. On the left is Betsey Holton 
Moody, «historic mother”; on the right is Emma Charlotte Revell Moody, “historic wife’’; and in the center, D. L. Moody. 
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forth his joy and to prove that you do not 
need to dance to be happy! You do not 
delight yourself in-your feet, but rather in 
the things of the heart and mind! Outdoor 
exercise will invigorate your body and put 
new life in your blood. What can renew 
your complexion like a good walk in the 
country, or even the city, where the fresh 
air blows, and where the ozone will make 
over new pale cheeks and tired eyes? 
Look up into the heavens and study the 
works of God, day and night, and see what 
he has created, and learn of him the beau- 
ties in life, which will fascinate you and 
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help you to the highest and best God has 
for you. From the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 843 N. Wells Street, 
Chicago, you may get a leaflet called “Mor- 
als of the Moving Picture Show,” by J. M. 
Stanfield, at 8 cents a dozen. There are 
two other good ones: “Should Christians 
Dance,” by T. W. Callaway, 10 cents a 
dozen; and, “Unto Him Who Loved. Me 
and Gave Himself for Me,” 5 cents a dozen. 
You will enjoy giving these away to those 
who do not see things as they may 
when they know Him. Read Proverbs 
4: 14, 15. 








An answer to the letter on the second 
page of this issue 





How Long Did Mary Stay in Bethlehem? 


By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 

















OME years ago that great scholar, 
Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, stated it as 
his conviction that no man knew 

enough to write anything worth reading 
before he was forty years of age, and when 
my attention was called to a blundering 
phrase of mine in my article on “The Mir- 
aculous Choice of Bethlehem,” I felt that 
perhaps the age of forty ought to be ad- 
vanced to fifty, though I am quite a way 
off from fifty yet. The interesting thing 
is that I have had a number of deeply 
appreciative letters from outstanding schol- 
ars of this country thanking me for the 
article, without mentioning this error, and 
the letters that have been received pointing 
out the mistake are from lovers of the 
Word of God who are living in-small com- 
munities, or on the farm, and who admit 
they have no claim to scholarship at all. 
One man very softly lets me down with 
these words, “I am only a common laborer 
with a common school education, and real- 
ize that Mr. Smith must really know much 
more about these things than I, if it had 
not slipped his mind for the moment.” 
Well, that is exactly what happened. The 
matter did slip my mind, but it was a bad 
slip, especially in view of the fact that I 
had gone into this matter quite exhaustively 
five years ago, in speaking to my own peo- 
ple, at a prayer meeting service, on the 
very complicated subject of “The Order 
of the Events of Our Lord’s Nativity.” 

The sentence that is wrong in my article 
reads as follows: “There was only one 
week in all of Mary’s life, as far as we 
know, when she was ever in the city of 
Bethlehem, and that week was the week in 
which she gave birth to her first-born son.” 
It is the word “week,” repeated three times 
in this sentence, that is wrong. How long 
Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem we 
do not know. Perhaps it would clarify 
the whole subject if we made a list of the 
principal events relating to our Lord’s Na- 
tivity, arranging them in chronological 
order. 


1. Joseph and_Mary Arrive in Bethlehem, 
a city five miles south of Jerusalem, and 
about one hundred miles south of Nazareth, 
apparently in the month of December, 
though of this we are not sure, and it is 
not essential for our argument to be sure. 
Here Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-7). The 
account would seem to indicate that the 


birth of Jesus took place very shortly after 
Joseph and Mary arrived at Bethlehem. _ 


2. The Visit of the Shepherds to the 
Manger (Luke 2: 8-20).—From the phrase 
“this day,” in verse r1, it would seem that 
the angels announced the birth of Christ 
to the shepherds on the very day when he 
was born, and the text indicates that they 
— went to Bethlehem to see the 

a 


3. The Circumcision of Jesus—This took 
place eight days after his birth, and, as far 
as we know, took place in Bethlehem. 
Mary’s condition would hardly permit of 
a long journey eight days after the birth 
of her child (Luke 2: 21). 


4. The presentation of the Babe Jesus in 
the Temple (Luke 2: 27-39).—This occur- 
red forty days after the birth of our Lord, 
according to the Mosaic Law (Lev. 12), 
and of course occurred in the city of Jeru- 
salem. The journey from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem would certainly be made in a 
day, but whether the holy family went up 
to Jerusalem a few days before the time 
for the presentation, we have no way of 
determining. We are not even sure that 
Mary and Joseph remained in Bethlehem 
all the forty days intervening between the 
birth of Jesus and his presentation in the 
Temple by his parents, and therefore can- 
not say with certainty how long the fam- 
ily remained in Bethlehem. If they stayed 
there from the time they first arrived to 
the day before the presentation of their babe 
in the Temple, then they were there at 
least six weeks. 


5. The Visit of the Wise Men (Matt. 2: 
I-12).—This is the most difficult single 
event to locate chronologically. The first 
thing to determine is, Where did the Wise 
Men find the babe Jesus? Some have said 
that this was in Nazareth, because in the 
record given us in Luke’s Gospel, imme- 
diately after the presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple, we read (Luke 2:39): “And 
when they had performed all things accord- 
ing to the law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own city Naz- 
areth.” Luke, however, as practically all 
commentators agree, simply omits the visit 
of the Wise Men, the flight into Egypt, and 
the massacre at Bethlehem. This is not 
the only place where Luke omits events re- 
corded by other Gospel writers. For -ex- 
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ample, between 4:13 and 4:14 must be 
placed the opening events of Christ’s min- 
istry recorded in John 1:19 to 2: 12, and 
the whole of his early Judzan ministry, 
recorded in John 2: 13 to 4:42. The Wise 
Men must have seen the babe Jesus at 
Bethlehem, and not at Nazareth, because, 
in the first place, Herod, at the advice of 
the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, had sent them 
to Bethlehem, and the text would seem to 
indicate clearly that they followed his in- 
structions. In the second place, Herod 
commanded that all the babes in Bethlehem 
should be slain, which would certainly in- 
dicate that he believed that the Wise Men 
had gone to Bethlehem, and then had failed 
to return to the city of Jerusalem. In the 
third place, there is not the sligatest evi- 
dence in the entire story of the Wise Men 
to indicate that the visit was made to Naz- 
areth. The word Bethichem in these eight- 
een verses (Matt. 2: 1-18) occurs five times, 
while the word Nazareth does not appear 
once, 

The next question confronting us is, 
When did the Wise Men visit Bethlehem? 
This cannot be determined with absolute 
accuracy, except in one point, and that is 
that the visit of the Wise Men must have 
taken place before the flight into Egypt, 
for Joseph and Mary did not return to 
Bethlehem when they returned from Egypt, 
and certainly the flight into Egypt must 
have occurred after the presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple on the fortieth day, for 
the holy family could not have gone down 
into Egypt and returned to Jerusalem 
within less than forty days. The Wise 
Men may have presented their gifts to the 
babe Jesus during the forty days preceding 
the presentation of our Lord in the Temple. 
If not during this period, then we must 
assume that the holy family returned to 
Bethlehem after the presentation, and re- 
mained there for some time before the flight 
into Egypt, and that during this second brief 
residence in Bethlehem the visit of the Magi 
occurred. Herod commanded all the babes 
to be slain who were two years of age 
and under, not because the holy family had 
resided in Bethlehem for that long a period 
of time after the birth of Jesus, but be- 
cause he himself was not sure of the exact 
time when Jesus was born, and wanted to 
be sure he would not escape when his 
wicked order was executéd. 

In view of all that we have said, the 
sentence in our article on Bethlehem quoted 
above should read as follows: “This was 
the only time in Mary’s life, as far as we 
know, when she was ever in the city of 
Bethiehem, and it was at this time that 
she gave birth to the Lord Jesus. The 
length of her residence in Bethlehem would 
probably have been less than two weeks, 
had it not been for the circumstances that 
arose in relation to the birth there of Jesus, 
which would seem to have required Joseph 
and Mary to remain in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem until the babe could be pre- 
sented in the Temple. If the babe Jesus 
had been born two weeks before, he would 
have been born in Nazareth, On the other 
hand, if he had not been born the very week 


‘in which Joseph and Mary were in Bethle- 


hem because of the census in Isrdel, we may 
well believe, from every natural standpoint, 
the overruling of God apart, they would 
have returned to their’ own’ home in 
Nazareth to await the birth of their 
child.” 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought | 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 











open letter to the Depressed Classes 

from the Bishop of Dornakal ex- 
plains to the millions who are breaking 
away from Hinduism what Christ has 
already done for Indian outcastes. It speaks 
first of the million who have already broken 
loose and joined the Christian Church. 
“We have had educational facilities given 
us by missions, Adults have learned to 
read. Our children study and eat along- 
side any who may have come into our 
religion from other castes. Some of our 
mén occupy positions as Deputy Collectors 
. . . Magistrates, Revenue Inspectors, etc. 
There are hundreds of Christian pastors 
and thousands of schoolmasters, and con- 
verts from the higher castes are often given 
religious ministrations by converts from 
the Depressed Classes. 

“Christ has raised our womanhood. 
Christian women stand higher than Hindus 
in education. Among them are many doc- 
tors and others in responsible positions. 
Infant marriages are unknown among them; 
also purdah [the Indian system of seclud- 
ing women of rank]. Taken as a whole 
our women and our girls enjoy life and 
happiness because of our religious injunc- 
tion, ‘One man, one wife, and both equal 
before God.’ Ours are happy homes. 

“The Christian religion has combatted 
the « rse of drink which leads to waste of 
incor.ie, quarrels, and court cases. We can 
point to whole villages from which drink 
has been altogether driven out. This has 
brought prosperity. It has enabled some 
to clear off debts, build homes, and earn 
an independent livelihood. 

“Christianity has made people cleaner. 
The Christian religion requires us all to 
meet in our churches every day, and most 
of all on Sundays, together, for the public 
worship of God. This regular worship of 
God has inculcated in us habits of cleanli- 
ness and self-respect. 

“Christianity has also improved our in- 
tellectual powers. It enjoins on all con- 
verts a certain amount of knowledge of 
divine things. The light of Jesus Christ 
has shone into our hearts and minds and 
is illuminating us. This may be noticed 
in any village of the Andhra Desa. It has 
given us self-respect. Best of all, it has 
given us happiness and joy that can only 
come by the knowledge that God has for- 
given our sins and has made us his chil- 
dren in Christ. The fact that Jesus Christ 
died for us makes us hate sin and live 
new lives. He enables us to give up our 
old bad habits and grow in newness of life. 

“All over India the Depressed Class 
people are wistfully looking in every direc- 
tion for a new religion. We repeat that 
the decision must be yours. We have 
placed in this letter what we have tested 
and found that Christianity is doing today 
for millions of your brethren. It can do 
this also for you.” 


CC coen tr of Light in India.—An 


Women Doctors in India.—If the men 
of the Depressed Class have been mud 


under the feet of Brahminism, there has 
been a class still more wretched, the 
doubly depressed women. When brave 
Dr. Ida. Scudder applied to the Sur- 
geon-General in charge of the Men’s 
Medical Colleges of India for permission 
to start a medical school for women, he 
said in all kindness: “Of course you will 
not get more than three or four applica- 
tions.” Yet when the first announcement 
was made for candidates, 159 Indian girls 
applied for entrance. Only 14 could be 
taken for the four year course. At the end 
all but one passed the government examina- 


tion, while of the 400 male candidates 80 . 


per cent failed! Several of the young 
women were in the first class, and one 
took the gold medal from among the gradu- 
ates of the seven colleges of men. 

If that does not constitute an invitation 
to back the medical college for women at 
Vellore, S. India, what can be asked for? 
Mrs. Henry W. Peabody of Beverly, Mass., 
tells of a Good Samaritan Bond purchase- 
able by ten women in any town who secure 
ten one-dollar subscriptions. 





Antireligious 
Treaties 





The Soviet Government is pro- 
posing to other governments anti- 
religious treaties, according to the 
Allgemeine evangelisch-luthertsche 
Kirchenzeitung, of Leipzig. This 
pact is to be offered to all states 
where church and state are separate 
and in which the Freethought Move- 
ment is active. Affirmative answers 
are said to have already come from 
Mexico and the Spanish Red govern- 
ment. From the same source one 
learns that a Russian factory has re- 
ceived large orders for life-size sta- 
tues of Christ, Moses, Mohammed, 
the Pope, Luther, and others to be 
used as targets at shooting contests. 











Roman Power in Spain.—Dr. Orts Gon- 
zalez, a former priest, says that the Spanish 
Republic, which is now fighting for its 
life against the Mussolini-clerical combina- 
tion, was based on the votes of certainly 
ninety per cent of the men of Spain, and 
under it Christian evangelism was undis- 
turbed. “The opportunities for the Gospel 
are enormous if the Government wins. 
Almost every government paper has em- 
phasized the claims of Christ and his Gos- 
pel, perhaps not with a strong evangelical 
motive, but to establish the fact of Rome’s 
unfaithfulness to Christ. There have been 
big advertisements of Bibles in the papers, 
and even Communists, when asked why they 
buy the Bible, say, ‘To know what it says 


of Christ.’” Dr. Orts Gonzalez mentions 
receiving numerous letters from Roman 
priests, four of whom. have entered the 
Evangelical Church. 

That they do this at some risk comes out 
in the following press circular note of 
World Dominion. The deaths mentioned 
are Rome murders, not Red murders. 

“A Barcelona newspaper of good stand- 
ing reports the murder of Don Iniguez, the 
pastor of Granada, and of the former pas- 
tor, Sr. Fernandez, and his wife. The 
same paper states that D. Miguel Blanco, 
a Protestant pastor, was shot in San Fer- 
nando, and in Ibahornando a number of 
Protestants were killed, including D. Fran- 
cisco Tirado. The Rev. Atilano Coco, pas- 
tor of the Episcopal Church in Salamanca, 
was shot after witnessing the murder of his 
wife. and two little children. In Valla- 
dolid Sr. Borobia was imprisoned and was 
burned to death, with all the other prisoners, 
when the insurgents set fire to the gaol. 
It is thought that Guillermo Lusa has been 
shot in Logreno. 

“In Zaragoza the Protestant chapel was 
sacked and the pastor, Benjamin Heras, 
captured and led out to be shot in the 
presence of sixty or seventy priests who had 
gathered to witness the spectacle of the 
execution of a heretic. But the German 
consul intervened and rescued Sr. Heras. 
In Cordoba a priest entered the house of 
the evangelical pastor Antonio Garcia at 
ten o’clock in the morning of the fifteenth 
of September. This house contained the 
chapel and schools and, under pretense of 
having orders to remove all the furnish- 
ings of the latter, he cleared all the house- 
hold furniture away in lorries. He told 
the pastor that if he did not leave the town 
in the space of twenty-four hours he would 
not be responsible for his life. At seven 
o'clock the same priest returned to repeat 
his threat, which caused the pastor to leave 
with his wife for Seville, where, through 
the help of the German Consul, he obtained 
a passport for Gibraltar, English soil.” © 


In Contrast.—As a footnote to the above 
we have this. There have been a con- 
siderable band of Irish Catholic students 


- studying at the Spanish Catholic seminary 


in Salamanca. Their college, according to 
press report, was pretected by the British 
flag, and when they had to leave for fear 
of a Red death, they marched through the 
streets of Santander “headed by a Union 
Jack.” Eventually they were brought 
home safely on board His Majesty’s Ship 
Valorous. That’s the Christian way and 
the Protestant way. 


Heavenly Music.—Dr. Hutchinson of 
the Scotch Mission in Chamba, North India, 
was a missionary physician of long service, 
greatly beloved by the native people. Now 
he has gone Home. An associate, Miss 
Henry, writes in Life and Work that, on 
July 26, being in Engiand, she “suddenly 
became aware of an unaccountable, sweet, 
— it almost seemed celestial, singing. It 
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arrested my attention, for the radio was 
not on, yet I heard it distinctly. And then 
I understood. It was the trumpets sound- 
ing on the other side for some one.” She 
thought it might be for her mother, but 
it was not. Later it was discovered to be 
the Sunday morning of Dr. Hutchinson’s 
death. “It was for him, my old friend and 
father in God.” 


A Converted Atheist.—The Bible Insti- 
tute of Fort Wayne, Ind., has now a stu- 
dent body of 134 young people. « A recent 
guest speaker was Martin S. Charles, who 
has been conducting a “Back to the Bible” 
mission in Fort Wayne. As a young man 
Mr. Charles attended a theological seminary 
of the apostate type, and his (Christian 
faith was there utterly destroyed. He left 
the pulpit and became an avowed atheist. 
After twelve years in atheism, during which 
he founded The Godless World magazine, 
conducted twenty-two public debates against 
Christian ministers, and held offices in the 
Association for the Advancement of Athe- 
ism’, he was supernaturally arrested and 
brought to the feet of the Saviour where 
he learned the reality of the One whom his 
soul before denied. 


St. Andrew’s Church, Buenos Aires, is 
a great Presbyterian Church with some 
4,000 adults in its connection. It has twelve 
Sunday schools, seven English and five 
Spanish, with a thousand on their rolls. 
Under the leadership of Dr. Fleming 
churches for the Spanish-speaking were 
opened at Barracas in 1888, Belgrano in 
1908, Temperly in 1913, Talleres the same 
year, and Quilmes in 1924. These have 
beautiful churches and fine equipment in the 
halls and caretakers’ accommodations. In 
1911 a church was opened at Bahia Blanco, 
425 miles from Buenos Aires. Camp work, 
or an itinerant ministry, was also estab- 
lished through the length and breadth of 
Argentina and into parts of Uruguay. Mr. 
Bruce, who followed Dr. Fleming in 1926, 
has started new work at Burzaco, and has 
extended itineracy into Patagonia and even 
down to Tierra del Fuego tor the benefit 
of the thousands of Scotch sheep-farmers 
in these remote regions. 


Gifts to Independent Missions.—Large 
gifts that would once presumably have gone 
to the denominational boards are now fall- 
ing to independent missions. Thus, one 
to the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
of $100,000, and one of $100,000 from Miss 
Mary Colgate to the Association of Bap- 
tists for Evangelism in the Orient. Miss 
Colgate also left $250,000 to the Eastern 
Baptist Seminary in Philadelphia, a semi- 
nary founded to take the place of Crozer 
Seminary. Miss Colgate’s two gifts, to the 
Baptist Mission Board and the Seminary, 
were made as permanent endowments, from 
which the income is available for current 
neéds. 

There are said to be some 500 separate 
Roman Catholic missions in the Church of 
Rome on foreign fieids. There ought to 
be room then for two Presbyterian foreign 
mission boards in the United States. 


Notes on the Apostasy.—The Rev. Wil- 
liam E. Ashbrook of Columbus, Ohio, sends 
me a personal account of the annual pas- 
tors’ convention of the Ohio Council of 
Churches. One speaker, brought from a 
long distance, suggested the need of a new 
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movie with Charlie Chaplin playing the part 
of our Lord. Another advised discouraging 
children from singing old hymns with refs! 
erences to Heaven and angels. Instead they, 
should be taught to sing about Lindbergh 
and the heroes of modern science. An- 
other is .asserted to have said, “Church 
unity cannot come until there is a new 
Bible based on facts.” The discussions and 
resolutions were on world peace, birth- 
control, and the labor question. By some 
the deity of Christ was denied. Dr. Fred 
Fisher eulogized Russia, giving the impres- 
sion that Russian peasants were happier 
without God than American young people 
with God. 

Christianity Today calls attention to the 
fact that the acting president and two other 
members of the executive committee of the 
Movement for World Christianity are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, as also a 
considerable number of counselors. If they 
are contributing to the funds of the Move- 
ment they are doing what the leaders of 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions are being condemned for, 
—diverting their contributions and those 
of their churches to mission work outside 
of official channels. They are thus dis- 
obeying the 1934 deliverance of the General 
Assembly, which insists on support of offi- 
cial boards “to the utmost of ability” and 
declares that “the missionary offerings of 
the Presbyterian Church must be restricted 
to the Boards created and maintained by the 
General Assembly.” But here the shoe is 





Indian Converts From 
Catholicism 








Large secessions from Romanism 
in South India have been received 
in the German Lutheran Mission. 
Recently fifty from Pitipane, a fish- 
ing village in Ceylon, have entered 
into full membership in the Metho- 
dist church, and hundreds more are 
preparing to follow. Pitipane has 
a population of ten thousand, all 
Roman Catholic, who probably run 
back to the Portuguese occupation, 
At a conference 300 Methodists 
were welcomed on the beach by 500 
Roman Catholics. 











on the Modernist foot, and there are no 
scandals or persecutions, 

An extremely radical Bible Commentary, 
financed by American money, has been put 
into circulation in Korea to inoculate the 
loyal Korean church with Unitarian ten- 
dencies. The leaders of the church have 
therefore been compelled to counter with 
the preparation of a sound commentary. 
Worse still is the fact that the Christian 
church paper, The Christian Messenger, 
for a generation the organ of the churches, 
has been taken off by a recently appointed 
editor, a Modernist, with subscription lists, 
advertising, and all. Theological liberalism 
runs true to form. 


Paul’s Experience Repeated.—“Howbeit 
they looked when he should have swollen, 
or fallen down dead suddenly,” was said of 
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Paul in Melita, stung by a viper. Here is 
a parallel from The Call, the organ of the 
Alliance Mission 
in French Indo-Chine and East Siam. In 
the ‘village’ of Kung-kong, just over the 
border in Cochin China, is a Cambodian 
Christian who has been a believer for some 
years. Recently, he and a heathen were 
both bitten by a very poisonous snake, the 
Christian most seriously, as the tooth of 
the snake broke off in his flesh, He imme- 
diately fell on his knees asking the Lord 
to deliver him from the dread effects of the 
bite. His prayer was answered, and he 
suffered no harm whatsoever, although the 
heathen is paralyzed in both legs. The 
Melitans thought Paul a god because of 
his deliverance. Here in China, people have 
been coming to the Christian to ask what 
wonderful doctor cured him. 


Brief Notes.—L. N. D. Wells of the 
East Dallas Christian Church, when he 
was pastor in Akron, organized 200 deaf- 
mute factory workers into a Sunday school 
class. One of them, deaf, dumb, and blind, 
spoke at church through an interpreter. 
... A conference of Russian Societies of 
the Godless offers a prize of 25,000 rubles 
for the best antireligious poem. .. . Span- 
ish Fascists propose, if successful, to ex- 
pel all Jews from Spain, . . . Norwegian 
students, led by Professor Hallesby, are: 
engaging in an evangelistic campaign in 
Iceland. . . . A descendant of Martin 
Luther died recently in Wisconsin. He 
bore the same great name, and had been 
a soldier in the Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry 
during the Civil War... . Professor Lei- 
poldt of Leipzig mentions prayers scrib- 
bled in pencil on Catholic shrines in France, 
and among them are some that indicate 
the advance of alcoholism in France: “Holy 
Virgin, grant that my husband give up 
drink! O grant my prayer !” — “O good Vir- 
gin, help Father not to get drunk, and grant 
that when he dies he may die sober.” ... 
The President of the British Association, 
the great scientific society of Great Britain, 
is Sir Josiah Stamp, economist and statis- 
tician. He is also a leading Methodist lay- 
man who, in his local church at Becken- 
ham, is steward of the poor “and almost 
any Communion Sunday may be seen dis- 
charging his duties.” . . . Professor Emil 
Brunner, profound theologian of the Uni- 
versity of Zurich, says that “the only mean- 
ing which the word ‘hope’ has is the end 
of the age.” In other words, he believes 
the present age absolutely hopeless. So Pro- 
fessor Keim of Tuebingen says: “We must 
reckon with the end of the whole temporal 
form of the world. The hand on the clock 
of the world moves ceaselessly forward 
toward the stroke of twelve.” ...A pro- 
posed “national” religion in Turkey will 
take the place of Islam. The hymns to be 
sung will be nationalist.... A recent gath- 
ering at Rome of representatives of Cath- 
olic Action in all lands arranged for the 
exchange of information on matters of 
national and international politics. . . . The 
opposition to Christ’s truth shifts, though 
always constant. A missionary of the 
China Inland Mission says that in the old 
days the heathen used to say, “The doctrine 
is bad, but the believer is good.” They 
recognized the fruit of conversion, though 
hating the teaching. Now they rather say, 
“The doctrine is good, but the believer is 
bad.” Many Christians have lost their first 
love, and their lives show it. 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. 





THE FINANCIAL COST OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES (The Economic Approach to the Liquor Problem) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Proverbs 21:17; 23:20, 21; Matthew 24: 45-51, John 6:26, 27, 35 
Golden Text.—Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not.—Isa. 55:2 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Prov. 21:17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he 
that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich. 


23:20 Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: 
21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and 
drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 


Matt. 24:45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 
season ? 

46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 

47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over 
all his goods. 

48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming ; ST 

49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,_ - 

51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 
give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 


35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Prov. 21:17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: 
He that loveth wine and oil shall not be sich. 

23:20 Be not among winebibbers, 
Among gluttonous eaters of flesh: 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty; 
And drowsiness will clothe @ man with rags. 


Matt. 24:45 Who then is the faithful and wise 1 servant, whom 
his lord hath set over his household, to give them their food in 
due season? 46 Blessed is that®* servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, that he will 
set him over all that he hath. 48 But if that evil ‘servant shall 
say in his heart, My lord tarrieth; 49 and shall begin to beat his 
fellow-servants, and shall eat and drink with the drunken; 50 the 
lord of that *servant shall’ come in a day when he expecteth not, 
and in an hour when he knoweth not, 51 and sha!i *cut him asunder, 
and appoint his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be the 
weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 

John 6: 26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate 
of the loaves, and were filled. 27 Work not for the food which 
perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto eternal life, which 
fA ee rad man shall give unto you: for him the Father, even God, 

ath sealed. 


35 Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh 

to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
1Gr., bondservant. * Or, severely scourge him. 

The er Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 





never thirst. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM the study of the water of life 
Fn the miracles of mercy, we turn 
to the study of what the Indians called 
“fire water,” which so often proves the 
water of death. The temperance lesson 
follows the lesson on two miracles of 
mercy: our Lord gives new life to the 
paralyzed man, and feeds five thousand with 
the multiplied loaves; the liquor traffic 
brings paralysis .to body and mind and 
spirit, and is one of the greatest causes 
of want of bread. The four temperance les- 
sons of the year emphasize four different 
approaches to the liquor problem: the eco- 
nomic, scientific, social, moral. The finan- 
cial cost is to many the most important part 
of the problem. To Christians it is thé 
least important, except as the financial cost 
is tied up with vital facts and problems of 
temperance which are the concern of every 
Christian and every good American citizen. 
The Historical Setting 
Three lesson passages are used, one 
from Proverbs, written by Solomon about 
tooo B. C.; one from our Lord’s Olivet 
discourse, given on Tuesday, probably 
April 4, A. D. 30, just before his cruci- 
fixion on Friday; the third, from the 
discourse on the bread of life spoken at 


Passover season just one year before his 
death. 


Verse by Verse 


Proverbs 21:.17.—He that loveth pleas- 
ure shall be a poor man. A sporting life 


:20:13; 6: 6-11). 


hool Lesson Outlines,‘ are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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of excessive or sinful pleasure is referred 
to; the usual end of such a course is 
to waste the substance, though there are 
exceptions to the rule (cf. Luke 15:13). 
He that. loveth wine and oil. The sym- 
bols of pleasure and of a life of indul- 
gence, feasting’ as an end in itself (cf. 
Amos 6:6; Judges 9:9, 13; Prov. 27:9). 

Chapter 23:20—Be not among wine- 
bibbers. While this refers to drinking 
wine to excess, the practical way today 
to carry out this injunction is by total 
abstinence from intoxicating liquor. Riot- 
ous eaters. Gluttons. This advice is 
given to young men who should, like kings, 
eat “for strength, and not for drunkenness” 
(Eccles. 10:17). 


Verse 21.—Drowsiness shall elothe a man 
with rags. The drowsiness caused by liquor 
and excessive eating; those who are slug- 
gards love sleep and invite poverty (Prov. 
The drunkard, the glut- 
ton, the sluggard are bedfellows. 


Matthew 24: 45-51.—The parable of the 
faithful and wise servant contrasted with 
the unfaithful and foolish servant, during 
the period when their master is absent, is 
an “earthly story” to bring a message con- 
cerning the conduct of the Lord’s servants 
while he is absent and their. judgment when 
he returns. It is the second of four par- 
ables that follow the Lord’s message about 
his second coming (the thief breaking 
through, the ten virgins, the ‘wise and fool- 
ish virgins, the talents). The appeal of 
all is: Be ready for the coming of Christ; 
serve faithfully in view of his coming. 

The wise servant is faithful to his lord 
and his fellow servants; when the lord re- 
turns he rewards him by making him ruler 
over all his goods; the evil servant, with 


eye-service, takes advantage of his lord’s 
absence to live for self; eating and drink- 
ing with the drunken is the expression of 
his unfaithfulness. The lord’s return is 
sudden and unexpected to him; he meets 
severe judgment, followed by vain regret 
and anguish. The spiritual application is 
obvious. Our present life and service, in 
Christ’s absence, is a testing time for us; 
we should act in relation to the world so 
as to be ready for the Lord; he will re- 
ward faithfulness with blessing and com- 
mendation, and with higher service beyond 
our thought; he will punish unfaithfulness 
with terrific loss—eterna! punishment for 
the unsaved, shame and loss for the unfaith- 
ful Christian. Drunkenness and pleasures 
of the world are here an expression of 
unfaithfulness. 


John 6: 26.—Ye seek me, not because ye 
saw the miracles. Not because they under- 
stood the spiritual meaning back of the 
“signs,” as the miracles are called in John 
(cf. Mark 8: 14-21). 


Verse 27.—Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth. Not meaning that we do not 
need material food, nor that we should not 
work for it (cf. Matt. 6:32), but that it 
is incidental to the supreme need of that 
food which endureth wnto everlasting life. 
The work of God is to believe on Christ 
(vs. 28, 29); laboring for eternal things 
means to put them first instead of making 
the things that are seen the important things 
(1 Cor. 4: 18). 


Verse 35.—I am the bread of life. The 
“true,” or real bread, of which physical 
bread is the symbol (v. 32). . Man first 
needs to have propitiation made for his 
sins; therefore, Christ as the living bread 


_meets this need in giving himself to die for 


iN 


Lesson for January 31 


their sins (v. 51). Then the Holy Spirit 
takes of Christ and imparts life to us, as 
we abide in him and he becomes our sus- 
taining life. We eat by believing (v. 53). 
He that cometh to me shall never hunger 

. never thirst. Shall never have any 
unsatisfied need, for in Christ all needs are 
met. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The love of money is the root of the 
multiplied evils of the liquor traffic. This 
covetousness feeds upon lust. For the love 
of money. is satisfied increasingly as the 
love of intoxicants lures men into deeper 
and deeper indulgence. The liquor busi- 
ness, with an income of more than three 
billion a year, brings to its owners a rich 
harvest of big financial profits. But what 
are the results for those who pay this money 
and drink the intoxicants, and- for all 
~ associated with them? For the Christian 
who goes to the Bible for his instruction 
on what his attitude should be toward 
money and intoxicating liquor, the answer 
is clear and plain. Why spend money for 
that which is not bread? Why give labor 
in seeking that which does not satisfy? 

The Christian’s judgment is not to be a 
negative one. We view every problem from 
an entirely different plane. We ¢hoose 
Christ as the true and living Bread; we 
spend money and labor for the abiding, 
eternal realities. That is the message of 
the sixth of John. Again, we are to order 
our present life and our present use of 
money as~those who have a stewardship 
intrusted to us by our absent Lord, who is 
coming back again. We are to be ready 
for his coming. That is the message of the 
twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth of Matthew 
In the light of those two truths, we make 
our decision about liquor. 


Lesson Outlines 
TEMPERANCE CHOICES 


1. Drink and poverty, against temperance 
and competence (Prov. 21: 17; 23: 20, 21). 

2. Unfaithful, evil, drinking servants, 
against faithful and wise servants (Matt. 
24: 45-51). 

3. Laboring for bread’ that perishes, 
against feeding on the true, eternal food 
and pleasures (John 6: 26, 27, 35). 


Liquor’s FrnanciaL Costs anp “Garns” 
1. To the liquor dealer. 
2. To the drinker. 
3. To the drinker’s family. 
4. To the nation. 
5. To the church and spiritual interests. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Bible and Money. Money in itself 
is not evil. The heavenly Father knows 
we have need of material things. But the 
love of money, the gaining of money to 
the detriment of others, the use of money 
selfishly — all these are condemned. And 
all these are linked with the liquor traffic 
on its financial side. 


The Bible and Pleasure. The love of 
pleasure is condemned, as is the love of 
money. But this does not mean the enjoy- 
ment of pleasure. Christ gives the rivers 
of his pleasures, true pleasures; in his pres- 
ence is fullness of joy, at his right hand 
are pleasures foreyermore (Psa. 16: 11; 
36:8). But they are to be found in having 
a passion for the will of God. Intoxicating 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. January 31.—The Financial Cost of Al- 
coholic Beverages (The Economic Ap- 
proach to the Liquor Problem). 
Proverbs 21:17; 23: 20, 21; Matthew 

24: 45-51; John 6: 26, 27, 35 

6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 
World .ccccccccscsevetecs Tohn 7:1 to 9: 41 

7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

John 10 : 1-42 

8. February 21.—The Power of Jesus Over 
Death ...ccccccsccvccses John 11:1 to 12:11 

9. February 28.—The New Commandment. 

John 12:12 to 13: 38 


10. March 7.—Life Here and Hereafter 


Through Christ ........ John 14:1 to 15 : 27 
11. March 14.—Jesus Praying for His Dis- 

Ciples ..cccccocccecsoes John 16:1 to 17:26 
12, March 21.—John’s Picture of the Trial 

and Crucifixion ........ John 18:1 to 19: 42 
13. March 28.—John’s Recollections of the 

Risen Lord ..ccccceee 20:1 to 21:25 








liquors open up a world of pleasure, and a 
whirl of pleasure, quite contrary to all that 
is of God and all that is wholesome. 


Financial Costs of Liquor. The Anti- 
Saloon League of America, in a carefully 
worked out statement published November 
25, 1936, says that a conservative estimate 
of the amount spent for intoxicating liquor 
in the United States in 1936 is three billion, 
five hundred million dollars, which is a 
dollar out of every fifteen of the national 
income produced in that year. This liquor 
was manufactured by a total of less than 
61,000 salaried persons and wage earners, 
was distributed by 443,789 dealers, employ- 
ing, according to the claims of the liquor 
people, 746,000 workers. These figures 
make no account of the bootleg liquor, 
which is estimated by the National Business 
Week and other competent authorities as 
amounting to forty per cent of the liquor 
consumed, The government has recently 
added nearly two hundred to its force of 
four thousand investigators to curb illicit 
liquor, The income from federal, state, and 
county taxes is six hundred million an- 
nually. Comparing liquor financially with 
all other industries, it takes more and gives 
less than any other, and its increasing. suc- 
cess means an increasing toll from other 
food products, not to speak of the frightful 
wreckage to human life that is piling up in 
the wake of the rapidly mounting waves of 
drinking. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


On what plane are we living? Our views 
of temperance should be formed on the plane 
that Christ chooses for us. Let us accept 
no lower plane. 


Are we putting first, in our seeking, the 
Kingdom of God? In handling money, let 
us invest according to the claims of the 
eternal things, the true Bread. 


Are we ready for the return of our Lord? 
In the choice of pleasure, in eating and 
drinking, in the use of money, we are to 
do all in view of his coming, when we 
shall receive his well done, or his rebuke. 

Save our young people. Let us win the 
boys and girls, and do all we can to keep 
them from the broad avenues of intemper- 
ance that are being built for them in these 
days of swiftly flowing liquor. 

' Take the Bible view of money and pleas- 
ure. See Special Topics. 
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Personal abstinence must be the Chris- 
tian’s badge. The issue is a clear one, even 
on the low plane of financial good. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Let us heed the lessons of history that 
tell of the nations that have come to pov- 
erty and decay through love of pleasure 
and liquor. ’ 


As citizens, let us be intelligent on the 
real status of our liquor problem; the igno- 
rance and indifference of~Christian citizens 
are good friends of the unscrupulous liquor 
dealer. 


As Christians, let us put in place of the 
pleasures of the world Christ’s offer to 
young people of the fullness of joy in him. 


In 324 cities surveyed, the increase of 
arrests for drunkenness last year over those 
in 1920 was 195.42 per cent. 


Prohibition was a “noble experiment”; 
repeal is a very costly experiment. 


As the consumption of liquor is increas- 
ing, the consumption of milk is decreasing 
by millions of quarts; that is part of the’ 
cost of intoxicants. 


We should be temperate in the use of 
food; but the only practical temperance in 
the use of intoxicants today is total ab- 
stinence. 


Solomon, wisest man of the ancient world, 
warned against the dangers of drinking and 


the dangers of keeping company with 
drinkers. 


The most costly taxes our government 
collects are the taxes on the liquor that 
reduces the physical and mental and spir- 
itual strength of the citizens who buy it. 

Cotumsia, S. C, 


7 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page’ of this issue? 


W itt is it so difficult to get men to see 
the foolishness of the drink habit?’ 


2. What is the greatest issue in the. matter 
of 1 Pune = Cane physical, or finan- 
cial ? ° 

3. What two arguments about supposed fi- 
nancial benefits were used by those who 
wanted the repeal of prohibition? 


4. Have these two economic benefits worked 
out as predicted? 


5. What was perhaps the strongest argu- 
ment for the repeal of prohibition, and how 
has this promised benefit worked out? 


_6. Can you mention four tremendous finan- 
cial costs due to liquor which would more 
than offset the supposed financial gains? 


_ 7» Does the Bible take any account of the 
importance of money in connection with alco- 
holic beverages ? 


8. What two very high motives are pre- 
sented in the lesson pa es for soberness, 
and for the real solution of the problem of a 
Christian’s attitude to liquor? 

9. What warning is there, even for Chris- 
tians, in the Golden Text? . 


10. What is one of the best ways to feed 
on the Bread of Life? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 43 of this issue. 











42 * 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the caqnditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must ‘reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” : 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


Satan Takes the Best.—Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth 
not? (Golden Text). A man past middle 
life came to Dante Gabriel Rosetti, bring- 
ing with him some sketches and drawings. 
The fumes of liquor were on his breath; 


his eyes were bloodshot, his hands unsteady.., 


Rosetti saw at a glance that the drawings 
were hopeless, and told him so. For a 
moment the visitor hesitated. Then he 
drew from an inside pocket another port- 
folio of drawings, saying they were the 
work of a young student. Rosetti was de- 
lighted, and asked that the youth be sent 
to him. “Ah, sir,” said the man. “I am, 
or rather I was, that youth. Your words, 
sir, have only confirmed my own suspicions. 
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I have given my best talents to the Devil.” 
—From the Westminster Teacher’s Quar- 
terly. Sent by Mrs. Lizzie Kirby Beck, 
Smiths Grove, Ky. Prize illustration. 
Applying the Arithmetic Test.—He 
that loveth wine ... shall not be rich 
(Prov. 21:17). The Austrian Govern- 
ment does not permit a teacher to give 
instruction concerning the evils of alcohol. 
An Austrian teacher described at the 
Vienna Anti-Alcohol Congress how he ac- 
complishes the purpose. “In the arithmetic 
class I gave an example. ‘The father spends 
thirty kreuzer a day for intoxicants. How 
much does that amount to in so many 
months, years, etc.? In course of how long 
a time could he with this money make 
himself independent?’ It was eight days 
before we got through with reckoning on 
this example. The effect was so strong 
that the children wanted to throw stones 
into a saloon opposite. Yet I had not 
spoken a word against alcohol the whole 
time.”—From “Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide.” 
Sent by Clair L. Leber, Wrightsville, Pa. 


Dallas’ Funeral Parade.—Be not among 
winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh 
(23: 20). Back of the awful and increasing 
death rate caused by automobiles lies the 
insane desire for speed. . . . The city of 
Dallas, Tex., took a singular way of call- 
ing attention to it last spring. It inau- 
gurated a municipal funeral parade, with 
floats including ambulances, a hearse, and 
a miniature graveyard. One float carried 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 


mon out of each series. Th 


ey may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 
7Sc each colored. “The film-slide rolls, containing 


thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 


aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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a cocktail glass nine feet high—that is 
what does the business in many cases. An- 
other float figured death gleefully contem- 
plating a countryside dotted with wrecked 
motor cars. All the while a band was play- 
ing a funeral dirge. O fallen humanity, 
behold yourself in such a mirror, and cry 
out to God to arrest your madness and in 
mercy bestow upon you a sound mind!— 
From The Moody Monthly. Sent by AI- 
bert Mygatt, Elrod, S. D. 


Why He Wept.—The drunkard . . 
shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall 
clothe a man with rags (v. 21). On the 
day in 1874 that David Livingstone was 
buried in Westminster Abbey, the streets 
of London were lined with thousands seek- 
ing to pay respect to the memury of the 
pioneer missionary. In the crowd was 
noticed a poor old man, unkempt, poorly 
clad, weeping bitterly. Some one went 
up and asked him why he was weeping 
when all were seeking to honor the illus- 
trious dead. “I'll tell you why,” the sad 
old man replied. “Davie [Livingstone] 
and I were born in the same village, 
brought up in the day school and Sunday 
school, worked together at the same loom. 
But Davie went that way and I went this; 
now he is honored by the nation, and I am 
neglected, unknown, and dishonored. — I 
have nothing to look forward to but a 
drunkard’s grave.”—From The Union Sig- 
nal. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, 
Neo ey 


A Great Surgeon’s Abstinence.—For 
the drunkard . . . shall come to poverty 
(v. 21). The drunkard cannot be trusted 
to do any work that requires skill. “I am 
a surgeon. My success depends upon my 
brain being clear, my muscles firm, and my 
nerves steady. No one can take alcoholic 
liquor without blunting these physical pow- 
ers which I must keep on edge. As a sur- 
geon I must not drink.”—From Dr. Lorenz, 
famous Austrian surgeon. Sent by Mar- 
tha L. Haines, Clarion, Pa. 


The Most Valuable Workman.—W ho 
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom 
his lord hath made ruler over his house- 
hold? (Matt. 24:45.) I remember some 
years ago when I was in Winnipeg, I 
visited a great printing establishment where 
they were lithographing. The proprietor 
of the business took me over the plant. ‘I 
knew him well, and he took me from one 
départment to another, explaining this and 
that. When we came to a certain depart- 
ment, he introduced me to a certain man. 
He said, “That is the most valuable man 
we have in our employ. He has been with 
us since the inception of our business, when 
we had only a little hand printing press.” 
Then he mentioned the different depart- 
ments, and said, “If a man drops out of 
that department, or this, or another, this 
man can fill his place and do it perfectly 
—not a department from the office to the 
least part of the business that this man does 
not thoroughly understand. We can trust 
him in every place.” That is not so with 
many of us. God can trust us in some 
places, but not in every place—From Dr. 
J. J. Ross in sermon in the Moody Church. 
Sent: by Albert Mygatt, Elrod, S. D. 


O Lord, bless me with barrenness in bad 
actions.—Andrew Fuller. 
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Lesson for January 31 


From the Platform . 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee that thy measure of value is not 
simply according to material things, but far 
deeper. We thank thee that there are great 
spiritual values that belong to every righteous 
action, and that we cannot measure the loss of 
We pray that those who know 
the truth in these great days may yet stand 
forth so positively and courageously against 
the liquor traffic that the tremendous cost of 
it in money may also be seen in the wreckage 
of lives and the sorrows of mankind. Give us, 
we pray thee, wisdom and knowledge and cour- 
age in all this, and in whatever way may be 
possible to us, may we stand strongly against 
the traffic that has worked: such havoc in 
more than one land. In the name of the Lord 
Jesus we pray. 

After the Lesson.—What folks pay for 
liquor in these days is just the beginning 
of the expense. The money cost of that 
beginning is large in the sad total in -any 
land, but the greater cost comes afterward. 
In this issue of THe Sunpay ScHOoor 
TIMEs certain facts are given that are very 
startling. (Let the superintendent quote 
from page 47). So far as the financial cost 
of alcoholic beverage goes, the total in 
wreckage of lives and of homes is incal- 
culable, but men of investigating and statis- 
tical minds have attempted to measure. it 
by facts with which they are acquainted. 
Roger Babson is credited with the follow- 
ing statement: “For every dollar of rev- 
enue received we have lost $20 in the loss 
of legitimate trade- and the cost of damage 
done to society.” The price that mankind 
pays for intoxicating liquor is beyond com- 
putatton in eternal values, for through this 
traffic many a man has been led away from 
Gospel truth, and- has not been willing to 
accept the salvation offered by the Lord 
Jesus, because of the man’s bondage to 
liquor. One of the most affecting scenes 
is a reunion at Keswick Colony of Mercy, 
in New Jersey, when the rescued men come 
back to give their testimony concerning the 
power of God to overcome the liquor habit. 
And when their wives rise in the meeting 
to testify concerning the difference in the 
home today, as compared with the days 
of drunkenness, it just makes you wonder 
why in the world men could ever be so 
cruel and so foolish. Praise God that there 
are such rescues as one sees at Keswick! 
Let us all be very watchful and humble be- 
fore God in keeping away from the first 
step toward this great menace. 





THE LIQUOR BILL 
TCIRST OST 
THE Finat C&iammres 
WHAT A LIABILITY! 











ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 31) 


1. Because Satan has blinded their eyes, 
and bound them; they are his slaves. 


2. First, spiritual; next, physical; last, fi- 
nancial, 


3. The enormous revenue that would come 
to the government, and the benefit to the large 
number of workers who would be employed 
by the liquor industry. 


4. The revenues thus far have been about 
half of what was predicted; the amount paid 
for labor is about a third of what was prom- 
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ised, and this is out of all proportion to the 
enormous amount paid for intoxicants. 

5. The greatest evil of prohibition was 
found to be bootlegging, and legalized liquor 
was to do away in large measure with boot- 
legging. Conservative estimates figure that 
forty per cent of liquor consumed now is 
bootleg liquor. To discourage bootleg liquor, 
taxes would have to be reduced drastically, 
which would offset the benefits from revenue. 

6. The cost of auto accidents, the cost of 
prisons and law enforcement for drunkenness, 
the poverty caused by drunkenness, the hin- 
drance to other trades through the liquor 
traffic. 

7. The Bible warns against the poverty 
that comes through drunkenness.. But on the 
positive side, the Bible urges the use of money 
as a sacred, trust; we should not spend money 
for that which is not bread. 

8. To live so as to be ready for the com- 
ing of the Lord; to seek not for food and 
drink that perishes, but for the living Bread. 

9. A caution against spending our energies 
in unprofitable things, which do not satisfy 
us nor glorify God. ; 

10. Through meditation on the Word of 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Getting Along in the World.—He that 
loveth pleasure shall be a poor man, he 
that loveth wine shall not be rich (Prov. 
21:17). “The Economic Approach to the 
Liquor Problem” is what the Lesson Com- 
mittee calls this lesson. As I take up this 


_ lesson I am being criticized a little bit be- 


cause I stated in the lesson on the “Talents” 
that Heaven has no objections to a man 
making money. My reply is, if Heaven 
does not want men to make money honestly 
in “trading” or invention or in agriculture 
or in manufacturing or professionally, why 
does the Holy Spirit, under whose guid- 
ance “holy men of old” wrote the Book, 
give so many directions along the line of 
making money and not making money? 
(Prov. 10:4; 2 Chron, 1:12; Matt. 25: 
20, 21.) 

Here you have it in this lesson. The 
plain teaching is, cut out the “pleasure” and 
the “wine” and you will likely be prosper- 
ous (“rich’’). 

When you dig into the biographies of 
the successful men of this and past genera- 
tions you will find they were not those who 
“sported,” but were “burning the midnight 
‘juice,’ ” and like the little busy bee “im- 
proving each shining hour.” 

I know men, and so do you, who know 
the fine points of all the sports from card 
playing to prize fighting, and who can give 
you all the records. And these very same 
men give little or no attention to the fine 
points and the records of the business or 
vocation with which they are connected. 
The sporting page and not the business page 
has first place. And there he is plugged. 
Notice I say “first place.” I believe in 
sports, but not for ‘first place. 

My old friend and neighbor, the late Mr. 
William P. Worth, with his brother Sharp- 
less, started the business on the traditional 
“shoestring.” They sold it later for $18,- 
500,000 cash. Building up the great steel 
plant was their fun. No finer fun than 
building a paying business or paying repu- 
tation. 

One day I asked “W. P.” about a certain 
bright young man. “Since he spends most 
of his spare time playing cards with a lot 
of idle women, I don’t think he will ever 
amount to much,” was the significant reply. 
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And sure enough, that young man never 
has. He is an expert bridge player, but 
has never advanced financially, and has lived 
along on the “ragged edge,” as the saying is. 


The One Safe Place.—Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant... . Blessed is 
that servant (Matt. 24:45, 46). In the 
preceding paragraph nothing was said about 
“wine” because all know that drinking and 
money-making do not mix worth a cent. 

It is not the cost of liquor consumed that 
bankrupts a man, but the fool things old 
John Barleycorn gets him to do with his 
name. I had a rich uncle who went poor 
because when drunk he, a_ prosperous 
farmer, bought some “rich oyster beds.” A 
sort of a case of selling a “come on” the 
Brooklyn Bridge! 

The same Mr. William P. Worth men- 
tioned above told me of the meetings Judge | 
Gary of the United States Steel Company 
used to have at the old Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in’ New York. All the foremost steel 
makers used to gather there around a great 
table. Here they would divide up among 
themselves the steel tonnage of the coun- 
try. Each steel mill executive was “on his 
toes” to get all he could for his own mill. 
Said my friend Worth: : 

“On the four corners of that great round 
table were decanters of the best liquors the 
cellars of the great hotel could supply, but 
in all those meetings-I never saw a single 
man take a drink.” 

“Why was that?” I asked. 

“THEY DIDN’T DARE TO,” was the 
significant reply. 

In a group of keen men like that a man 
had to have all his wits sharpened and at 
their best. 

Now in dividing up the world’s “steel 
orders” the jobs and positions that are 
continually being parceled out in one way 
or another, with many “mills” after all they 
can get, every fellow has to be at his best 
and sharpest mentality. (Prov. 1: 10.) 

Like the steel masters he cannot take the 
chance of even one little drink. Life has 
come to be so competitive and complex 
that a man’s very existence depends upon 
his alertness. 

I am told the Chinese word for life means 
“getting safely across the road.” Those 
who live on a main highway do not need 
to be told it is no place for the man or 
woman with brains befuddled with drink. 

There is just one safe place in this high 
speed world, and ihat is lined up with the 
sort of folks who have no use for liquor — 
the Christian church (Prov. 3: 19-23; Rom. 
13S38). 


Church or “Tap Room.”—VYe seek me 
. . « because ye did eat of the loaves, and 
were filled (John 6:26). The human 
nature nail got hit squarely on the head that 
time. We all know lots of loaves and 
fishes people. 

Marie Chawfaunt (Mary Chalfant when 
she was a girl in Midway) joined Saint 
Somebodys because Philadelphia “society” 
swung around it, and the rector was “quite 
liberal, don’t cha know!” 

When I contemplate those .who join any 
church for town or country social reasons 
I always think of Uncle Jake Kindleberger’s 
account of one of his Kalamazoo farmer 
friends. . 

The old farmer had a-horse he always 
entered for the races at the County Fair. 
The horse invariably came in trailing away 
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behind. One day his neighbor, Elijah Sny- 
der, said to him, 

“Elmer, why do you enter that old plug 
of yours in the races every year when you 
well know he is so blame slow it keeps him 
busy to ketch his own breath?” 

“Yés, ’Lige, I know that there old hoss 
o’ mine has hardly enough speed to keep 
up with hisself, but I pay the entrance fee 
and put him in fer jist one reason, J like 
ter see ’im lather up in good company.” 

In the church of St. Somebodys and all 
other churches, taking it by and large, is 
to be found “Good Company,” and the 
Marie Chawfaunts and the bread and butter 
sort show their good sense in wanting to 
belong, even though they come in far be- 
hind, (Zech. 3:2; Mark 9: 38-40.) 

In the many years I have been in Sunday 
school and Y. M. C. A. activities and am 
pretty widely known, many have joined my 
classes “for a post office address,” as Jay 
House would say. 
and really liked it even though it is a self- 
ish motive, because by the grace of God 
I have more or less been able to land them 
into the Kingdom with all the loaves and 
fishes sentiment driven out. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Wimpy.” 

Discussion: List on the classroom black- 
board the material costs of the liquor habit 
to the individual; also the physical, moral, 
and spiritual costs. Let the fellows name 
them while the teacher puts them down. 

Objective: Total abstinence. 











AY, fellows, poor “Wimpy’s” ruling 

passion is expressed at the lunch 
counter: “I will pay you Tuesday for a 
hamburger today.” Popeye’s dumpy little 
friend is in continual hot water because 
of his stomach for the present and his 
blindness to the future. And we laugh at 
Wimpy because he is in the comic strip, 
while we say it would be a pity for any 
human to be like that. Believe me, fel- 
lows, Wimpy is a perfect type of a multi- 
tude of folks today, with this exception: 
Wimpy really has not good sense; he’s a 
complete dunce; but there are just lots of 
fellows with plenty of brains running right 
along on Wimpy’s precarious platform, and 
“Tuesday,” the day of payment, is coming 
toward them with relentless precision. 

The International Committee has given 
this lesson the title of “The Financial Cost 
of Alcoholic Beverages.” The financial 
cost is the smallest part of the price, even 
when we count into that cost the loss of 
money-making power, the loss of a job, 
the loss of a home and other material as- 
sets — which losses usually follow in the 
trail of alcoholic beverage investment. All 
that loss is trifling compared with the loss 
of self-respect, the loss of friends, the loss 
of influence, the loss of health, the loss 
of mental peace, and, in many cases, the loss 
of eternal life in Christ. 

When our government resumed the licens- 
ing of the liquor traffic it handed over to 
Satan as far as it was able the youth and 
the manhood and womanhood of this coun- 
try and, in effect, said: “Take them and 


I have always known' 
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do your worst with them; all we want is 
the internal revenue!” Uncle Sam may 
be a top-liner among the nations of the 
world, but he was not wise enough to see, 
when he did that, he was giving up some- 
thing a thousand times more precious than 
all the revenue he will ever derive from 
liquor licenses. He sold his birthright for 
a mess of pottage. Before prohibition days 
the old saloon was a foul, ill-smelling place, 
the rendezvous of toughs and those who 
had lost all self-respect. That was a moral 
barricade that saved many from the pitfall 
of liquor. Then the country rose up and 
voted for prohibition which closed the dirty 
saloons. This opened the way for the boot- 
legger and sales were continued, but under 
a legal ban and in a vastly limited quan- 
tity. Here again the moral barricade helped 
to keep many away from the liquor curse. 

But the brewers were cut down and Uncle 
Sam was missing his revenue, so the coun- 
try was sowed down with the argument 
that the bootleggers were selling as much 
as the saloons had sold (which was not 
true) and the government was fosing a vast 
sum by the loss of the liquor tax. A new 
generation of voters who had not known 
the saloon days went to the polls and an- 
nulled the prohibition amendment. One of 
the campaign slogans was that if prohibi- 
tion was discarded the old saloon would 
not be allowed to return. Liquor won the 
election, and now what have we? 

The old saloon is back in all its hide- 
ousness, with a few technical restrictions 
which are either disregarded or cut no 
figure* and in addition we have the liquor 
traffic spread out in other places of trade. 
Drug stores make elaborate displays of 
bottled whiskies and wines; grocery and 
food stores carry alcoholic beverages on 
the front shelves, and restaurants, soda 
founts, and cafés dispense it freely. Even 
a woman, making pretense to decency, can 
step into an orderly looking establishment, 
purchase a bottle of whiskey, and blandly 
walk out with it under her arm. Your 
daily newspaper carries whole page ads of 
liquor, These and the cigarette manufac- 
turers are the only ones who can afford 
such. prodigal advertising costs. On every 
hand one is faced with display billboards 
and artistic signs flaunting the invitation 
to buy “elegant” liquors, which only means 
down under the camouflage: “Come and 
make a sot of yourself.” As I write, there 
is a tremendous and costly electric bill- 
board, high above one of the principal shop- 
ing streets of this great city, flashing this 
Barnum-like cry: “Clear heads call for 
!” and the name of a brand of 
whiskey fills the blank! Clear heads! 
Think of it! How long would they be 
clear? Truly, Barnum was right. Give 
me Wimpy and his hamburger every time. 


Los AnGELEes, CAL, 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


“I BOUGHT him for practically noth- 
ing!” announced the elated man who 
displayed a great gorilla to his horrified 
wife. In a few hours the gorilla’s brute 
strength had cost them several hundred 
dollars. Imagine the foolishness of bring- 
ing such a beast into one’s home! 
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Yet the gorilla in the home is not so 
dangerous or so costly as the drink habit 
in a heart. If one’s heart makes room for 
alcoholic beverages, that heart is not likely 
to have room for the love of God. 

The first alcoholic drink seems to cost 
nothing, because it is often a gift, a treat. 
But it often treats one unfortunately. A 
high school girl went to a party where she 
took but one drink, yet the aftezimath was 
terrible. 

The first bottles bought fér one’s home 
seem to cost little, but the cost of acces- 
sories comes next, and then one is classed 
with the crowd who drink. Some may in- 
deed be able to keep the budget down, and 
may even be able to drink without becom- 
ing drunk, but the horrible result of drink- 
ing is the crowding out cf Christ. We 
cannot choose the world’s way and fellow- 
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is no need to condemr: the person 
who drinks. The more important matter 
is to see that one’s own heart is satisfied 
with the love of Christ. The thought of 
costs may not warn you, but, oh, taste 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 
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Lesson for Janvary 31 


and see that the Lord is good! He will 
make you to tingle with life, and it will 
be an eternal exhilaration of delight in him 
who satisfies. 

Let’s turn to Leviticus 10, verses 8, 9, 
10: “And the Lord spake unto Aaron, 
saying, Do not drink wine nor strong drink, 
thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, 
lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations: and that ye 
may put difference between holy and un- 
holy, and between unclean and clean.” 

This is the big incentive for not drink- 
ing: that we put a difference between the 
Christian and the unsaved person. If we 
have the Holy Spirit in us, he is stimulant 
“enough for any life. If the Indwelling 
Christ is tabernacling in us we have no 
need of other wine. 

To grieve him by doing as the worldling 
does is too costly. 

Alcohol is to preserve dead things. We 
are not dead but alive in Christ. There 
is no problem when we see the Person who 
loved us enough to die for us. 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Materials: Get in touch with your local 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union and 
they will be glad to supply you with posters 
and temperance literature for children, such 
as they use in the Loyal Temperance 
Legion. Use it in your school, and send 
some home with the children. 











ESUS CHRIST told a short story about 
two servants, one, a faithful and wise 
man, and the other, drunken and wicked. 
The man they worked for went away on 
a trip, and left these servants to look after 
things at home. The faithful servant took 
charge of his share of work, and even when 
the man stayed away longer than they ex- 
pected, he went on every day with his work. 

The other servant did fairly well at first, 
but when his master had been gone awhile, 
he began to go out with a gang of fellows 
and drink, and when he got drunk, he got 
into fights with the other servants. He 
said to himself, “The master is gone and 
nobody knows when he’ll come back, and 
I might as well have a little fun.” 

Well, one day the master came home. 
He called the two men to account for 
their work. The faithful man had all his 
work in order, and he was made manager 
of his master’s estate. 

Then the master turned to the drunken 
servant. - Of course his work wasn’t done. 
He had been wasting a lot of time drinking, 
and when he did work, his head ached so 
he couldn’t think clearly, and his hands 
were shaky, so he couldn’t do things right, 
and his whole body was sick,—and noth- 
ing was done as it should have been. 

You know what happened to him? —he 
lost his job. Yes, and worse than that, 
he was punished for his neglect. 

Jesus Christ gave us this picture of two 
men that lived then, and today we see just 
the same kinds of men all around us. 

Let us learn our Memory Verse, “We 
will drink no wine” (Jer. 35: 6a), and let 
us mean it when we say it. 


Mopesto, Ca.ir. 
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The 1937 Fundamentals 
Convention ; 


HE annual meeting of the World’s 

Christian Fundamentals. Association 
will be held January 17-24 (except on Sat- 
urday, the 23rd), at the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles and the Church of the Open 
Door. The theme of the Conference will 
be, “Is the Kingdom at Hand?” and the 
following topics, one for each of the seven 
days, are subjects upon which Christians 
are thinking much in these days: Christ 
and the Kingdom, The Bible and the King- 
dom, Dispensationalism and the Kingdom, 
The Church and the Kingdom, The Second 
Coming of Christ and the Kingdom, The 
Throne of Christ and the Kingdom, and 
The Signs of the Times and the Kingdom. 

Among the speakers at the Convention 
are the following: Paul W. Rood, Presi- 
dent of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
and the Fundamentals Association; W. B. 
Riley, Executive Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation; Louis S. Bauman, pastor of the 
First Brethren Church, Long Beach, Calif. ; 
Richard E. Day, pastor of the Hamilton 
Square Baptist Church, San Francisco; 
William E. .Pietsch, President of the In- 
dependent Fundamental Churches of Amer- 
ica; Mrs. Lyman Stewart, Director, Bible 
Women of the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles; Louis T. Talbot, pastor of the 
Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles; 
Walter L. Wilson, M.D., of Kansas City; 
and John C. Winston, Co-Director of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. 

Immediately after the Fundamentals Con- 
vention, the Torrey Memorial Bible Con- 
ference will be held at the Bible Institute 


* & 


We kindly solicit your co-operation in evangeliz- 

ing 80 000 JEWS in Western Canada. 

Your prayerful ‘and financial help is urgently 

needed. (Est. 26 years). Please communicate 

ith Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 

to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada. 
(Genesis 12:8) (Hosea 4:9) 





HECKERMAN’S 


Christian Good Will Tours 


TO EUROPE 


Are composed entirely of Christian people, the most 
desirable group to travel with. 

Prices never so low as for this coming summer. 
Just write for a folder and see. 

All three tours, one of four weeks, another of six, 
and the Grand Tour of eight weeks and ten countries all 
start at the same time and headed by Mr. Heckerman. 


Go with me this Summer on the Voyage of Your 
Dreams and see Europe’s Wonders on Parade. 
Travel in Luxury With Economy 
TIME GETTING SHORT, WRITE NOW 








H. C. HECKERMAN, BEDFORD, PA. 
New 

Graded 

5 daa 


ete er Chagas the Bible Study 


Harlin J. Roy ong Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church, Dallas 


Book XV, covering JOHN 1-11_-... .15e 
Book XVI, covering JOHN 12-21... .15e 
Ten or more for 10c each 


Literature of full 6-year course sent on request . 


THROUGH THE BIBLE PUBLISHERS 


2010 Bryan Street, Dallas, Texas 








As you face life’s sunset ... 






@ Let us tell you how you may have... 


Security in Old Age ... Freedom from 
Worry ...a Steady Income ... Permanent 
Satisfaction . . . through the annuity plan 
of the American Bible Society. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s 
checks have always been sent when due 
- - - helping to bring security in spite of 
disturbing and perplexing world conditions. 


YOU FACE OLD AGE 
WITHOUT FEAR 
WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 


BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


A check every six months! That would 


mean much to you! 


In addition there is the fine satisfac- 
tion of sharing in the work of making 
the Bible more widely available 
throughout the world. 


The booklet “A Gift That Lives” explains 
the plan and tells you how you may 
help both yourself and a worthy cause. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


a AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, New York 








| Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-2 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
| Name. 

| Address D. 

| City. State. 
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of Los Angeles, January 25-31. The gen- 
eral theme will be “The Challenge of the 
Present Crisis,” and the following names 
will be given to each of the six days of 
the Conference: Laymen’s Day, Steward- 
ship, Child Evangelism, Mass Evangelism, 
Personal Evangelism, and Youth. 

Those who are planning to attend either 
of these conferences are asked to write 
concerning accommodations to Cutler B. 
Whitwell, 558 S. Hope Street, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 7. Christian Youth Face the Future 
Together. 1 Tim. 4: 9-16. (Christian Endeavor 
Day.) 


Sunday, January 31 


What Do I Know about My Church? 
(1 Tim. 3: 14-16.) (Beginning Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week. Denominational 
Day.) 





Mon.—The church as a witness (Acts 1 : 8). 
Tues.—The church as a family (Eph. 3: 


14-21), 

Wed.—The church as a brotherhood (1 
John 3: 11-18). 

Thurs.—The church and its discipline (1 


Cor. 5 : 1-8). 

Fri—The church and its sacraments 
(Rom. 6 : 3-6). 

Sat.—The church and missions (Matt. 28: 
18-20). 











R. W. P. WHITE, well-known Bible 

teacher and speaker, who, until re- 
cently, was president of the Los Angeles 
Bible Institute, used to say, with a twinkle 
in his eye, when asked as to his denomi- 
nation, “I am a_ Bapto-Metho-palian- 
Presby-gationist.” He meant, of course, 
that there were many points held by the 
principal denominations suggested by this 
hyphenated and imaginative name with 
which he was in hearty accord, 

And many of us in our young people’s 
societies will also find that there is much 
‘in doctrines of other evangelical denomi- 
nations with which we can heartily agree. 
It is well, however, that occasionally we 
should examine the tenets of our particu- 
lar denomination, so that we may be well 
informed, and may better appreciate the 
sacrifices that have been made for us and 
the particular heritage that is ours in the 
denomination to which we belong. 

sé 

Every evangelical denomination, of 
course, traces its history back to the early 
Church, founded by the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ when they met together 
on the first days of the week for prayer, 
worship, and to celebrate the Lord’s Sup- 
per. In our Sunday school lessons from 
time to time we have followed the devel- 
opment of that early Church. We have 
learned how, through persecution, believers 
were scattered from J@rusalem to such 
places as Antioch and Damascus. We 
have learned, too, how through the mis- 
sionary efforts of Peter, Paul, Barnabas, 
and Silas churches were formed throughout 
Syria, Asia Minor, Macedonia, Greece, and 
Rome. 


Z 
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Through church history, we have learned 
how, in spite of persecution and trial and 
torture, the little bands of believers grew 
and multiplied until, in the days of Con- 
stantine, Christianity became the official, 
state religion of the Roman Empire. With 
the influx of great numbers and freedom 
from persecution, and the accumulation of 
riches, however, came spiritual declension, 
which culminated in the Dark Ages, when 
the Gospel light entrusted to the Church 
burned at its lowest ebb. 

ve 

Then came an awakening, in the six- 
teenth century, and such names as Wy- 
cliffe, Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, and Knox 
flash across pages of church history, be- 
ginning what we now call the Reforma- 
tion. It is at this point that we shall do 
well to study the history of the particular 
denomination to which we belong. Nearly 
every one of our Protestant denominations 
was begun because the existing church 
failed to emphasize some great truth. Your 
pastor can help you find those books that 
will give you the story of your own de- 
nominational beginnings, and it will be 
profitable to show your young people’s 
group how the principles for which your 
denomination was formed have been main- 
tained through the years. 


However, let this denominational day be 
used, not so much to show how your de- 
nomination differs from other denomina- 
tions, but to point out those principles 
held in common. Thus your young peo- 
ple’s meeting may help create a _ better 
understanding of other evangelical faiths, 
and make for closer co-operation in your 
town and community with those who stand 
for the same great principles set down in 
God’s Word concerning the faith once for 
all delivered to the saints. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


A New Mission in Alaska 


N RESPONSE to many calls for help in 

the conduct of Bible work among the 
children in Alaska, and in giving out the 
Word of God to the many Alaskan Indians 
and others who have not been won to 
Christ, there has been definite interest 
shown by many of God’s people. 

Last September 24, at a meeting held in 
the Independent Bible Church in Tacoma, 
Wash., where a number of interested pas- 
tors were present, there was organized the 
Alaska Evangelization Society. The fol- 
lowing were elected to office: Dr. W. E. 
Pietsch, President; Dr. Roy T. Brumbaugh, 
Vice-President ; and the Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Dr. Pietsch of Los 
Angeles is President of the Independent 
Fundamentals Churches of America; Dr. 
Brumbaugh is pastor of the Independent 
Bible Church in Tacoma. Mr. Gerig will 
be in charge of the home headquarters in 
Portland, Ore., where he is pastor of the 
Church of the Great Commission. 

Shortly before the Society was organized, 
two members of the Church of the Great 
Commission in Portland, Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd L. Gilman, sailed for Alaska in re- 
sponse to the call of God, looking to no 
one but God for their financial support. 
Mr. Gilman has now been appointed Field 
Director of the Society. He has had con- 
siderable experience in Christian work and 
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in the business world, and Mrs. Gilman is 
a graduate nurse. Miss Martha Pohnert, 
who has spent five years in Alaska, is the 
Deputational Secretary of the Society. 

Dr. Pietsch and Mr. Gilman held a short 
conference at Juneau, Alaska, and great 
interest was shown in the meetings. Tenta- 
tive arrangements have been made for a 
weekly Gospel broadcast from Juneau, and 
already it has been underwritten by two 
Christian friends for a year. The officers 
of the Society are, in faith, looking forward 
to a Bible and evangelistic conference in 
Alaska during the latter part of next sum- 
mer. It is hoped that the conference may 
be held in Juneau. 

The Society will be operated strictly on 
a Fundamental, undenominationai, and faith 
basis, under a simple, practical set of by- 
laws governing the administrative affairs 
of the Mission. Christians are asked te 
pray that the work may go forward under 
the Spirit’s leading, and that those who 
have been working faithfully on the field 
may be encouraged and sustained. 

Those who would like to know more 
about this new work, or who would like 
to have a share in it, may write to the 
Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, Secretary-Treasurer, 
1217 S. E, Salmon Street, Portland, Ore- 
gon, 

we 


Observing Moody Day 


HE hundredth anniversary. of the birth 

of Dwight L. Moody will be observed 
February 7, the Sunday. nearest the day 
of his birth (Feb. 5, 1837), in hundreds 
of churches throughout the nation and the 
world, 

The observance. of “Moody Day,” Sun- 
day, February 7, this year, is but one of 
the many features of the Centenary Cele- 
brations being planned by the Moody Bible 
Institute. Pastors planning to observe 
“Moody Day” in their churches are sent, 
free of charge, two valuable books: “The 
Shorter Life of D. L. Moody,” by Paul D. 
Moody and A. P. Fitt, and “Why God 
Used D. L. Moody,” by R. A. Torrey. The 
Moody Bible Institute has compiled a 
Moody Centenary Song Book of seventy- 
two hymns which were used during. Mr. 
Moody’s evangelistic campaigns in America 
and Great Britain with such blessing. These 
are furnished for “Moody Day” uses. with- 
out charge to the churches that observe the 
day. Requests may be sent to the Director 
of Centenary Celebrations, A. F. Gaylord, 
The Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 











The Victorious Life 




















The January Conference 


HE month-end Victorious Life Confer- 
ence at America’s Keswick will be held 
from Friday evening, January 29, to Sun- 
day evening, January 31, The speakers for 
this conference will be the Rev. Rowan 
Pearce of Philadelphia and Addison °C. 
Raws of Keswick Grove, N. J. There will 
be no registration fee, and the rate of board 
will be just $2 per day. 
Requests for accommodations and .regis- 
tration fees should be sent to Addison C. 
Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 








Lesson for January 31 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Emma L. Transeau 
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Losses Due to Imprisonment for Drunk- 
enness.— In 1913, the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature appointed a commission to investigate 
drunkenness. In its report (1914) the com- 
mission said: 

“The greatest economic loss to the state 
lies in the idleness of capable men. Nine- 
teen out of every twenty men imprisoned 
for drunkenness in Massachusetts last year 
were unhandicapped in their occupation by 
difficulties with our language. Four out 
of every five men so imprisoned were be- 
tween seventeen and fifty years of age, and 
therefore at the very period of life when 
industrial output should be largest. These 
men at the prime of life cost over 300,000 
working days from imprisonment alone 
last year, and probably an equal amount of 
time was lost in hunting for work after 
release from prison. That efficiency is re- 
duced through alcoholism is unquestioned. 
It is impossible to calculate the continuous 
loss which it involves.” 


Profit and Loss.—“For every dollar of 
revenue received we have lost twenty dol- 
lars in the loss of legitimate trade and the 
cost of damage done to society,” is a state- 
ment.credited to the well known American 
economist, Roger Babson.—( Union Signal 
April 20, 1935.) 


German Figures on Losses Caused by 
Drink.—The editor of a German educa- 
tional paper (Die Enthaltsamkeit), L. Lin- 
drum, of Kiel, in an article on the German 
drinking custom about 1910, wrote: 

“The alcohol custom brings 250,000 of 
the German people annually before the 
criminal courts; it costs us every y¢ar 50,- 
000,000 marks [$12,500,000] for the care 
of the poor; it drives 1,000 Germans an- 
nually to suicide, and as many to fatal 
accidents. It forces 16,000 every year into 
hospitals. It is to blame yearly for at 
least 30,000 cases of insanity. It shortens 
life, prolongs illness, increases liability to 
infection, diminishes fitness for military 
service, causes degeneracy in the next gen- 
eration, and promotes social disease. It is 
\a source of want, poverty, and misery of 
all kinds.” 


An Overlooked Influence in Auto 
Speeding.—The courts and other authori- 
ties having to do with motor accidents 
have one list for the offense of speeding, 
ancther for driving so as to endanger life, 
and one for driving while under the influ- 
ence of alcohol. But, according to careful 
investigations, many that belong in the al- 
cohol list are put in the other two. Special 
tests of the effect of alcohol on auto drivers 
have shown that it causes an impulse to 
increase speed. In 22 tests on experienced 
drivers, carried out by Dr. H. M. Vernon 
at the British National Institute of Indus- 
trial Psychology, speeding after the alcohol 
was taken occurred in 18 of the 22 tests. 
In 17 there was diminished accuracy in 
driving. Half of the subjects increased 
their speed from 10 to 30 per cent after 
the .alcohol. 
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How the Liquor Traffic Affects the 
Cost of Living.—The Massachusetts Com- 
mission on the Cost of Living created by 
the Legislature in 1910 to investigate: that 
subject thoroughly reported: 

“It has long been known that immoder- 
ate use of alcoholic liquor is a menace to 
the happiness and injury to the welfare of 
those people among whom it is prevalent, 
but not until the science of statistics was 
applied to the problem was the magnitude 
of its economic importance appreciated. Of 
late we have come to know that by sapping 
vitality, by bringing accidents, disease, and 
death, it causes economic waste of enor- 
mous proportions.” 

The Committee summarized a list of 
expenditures on account of drink which 
amounted to “not far from $10,000,000 a 


year,” exclusive of the cost of disease and 
death. 


A Japanese Test of the Effects of Alco- 
hol on Workers.—One of the world’s 
largest workingmen’s temperance societies 
is composed of Japanese coal miners. Its 
membership numbers, according to a report 
from the National Temperance League of 
Japan, 4,008, of whom 600 are women, and 
200 children. Of. the 6,000 miners employed 
in the mine, 3,200 are abstainers. 

For. the second time the authorities have 
made~a test to determine whether the use 
of alcohol has any effect on the workers. 
They selected two groups of 170 each, one 
of drinking men and one of total abstainers. 
The tests extended over a period of six 
months. The careful record kept of these 
two groups showed these differences: 


Per cent 

In days worked, abstainers ....14 __ better 
In wages earned, abstainers -....14.9 higher 
In number of accidents, abstainers 50 lower 
In time off for accidents, abstain- 

a RRR A ee eee Bea ae Paes ae 63 less 
In time off for sickness, abstain- 

ee ae ne iy ee a 42.1 less 
In time off for other causes, ab- 

NNR oe i Son aig geal ratte sr 6 38.4 less 
In total time off, abstainers ....44.5 less 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
ns, issued by the International Sunday 

hool Lesson Committee. 


January 25 to 31 
Mon.—Matthew 24 : 45-51. 
The Unprofitable Servant. 
PRAYER Succestions: “That evil serv- 
ant.” Unconcernedness about the Lord’s 
return, hidden in the heart of this evil 
servant, led him into moral laxity and un- 
brotherly conduct. At his lord’s return his 
wickedness was revealed. No man can de- 
ceive God. The day of reckoning will bring 
to light every hidden thing. Every man 
will be put into his own proper place. 
Error in faith manifests itself in wrong 
practices. Pray for the Sudan United Mis- 
sion, 32 Fleet Street, London E. C. 4. 
Tues.—Habakkuk 2 : 12-17. 
The Price of Intoxication. 
PraYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Filled with 
shame.” Noah’s shame was due to a single 
lapse into drinking. David’s disgrace was 
augmented by making Uriah drunk (2 
Sam. 11:13). The Christian who by his 
influence puts the bottle to his neighbor’s 
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Speaks Againin Palestine” 


& : 
God 
By P. N. SIGLER 
(Endorsed by Times Book Review) 
New and Reduced Price, $1.25 


First Edition. 236 Pages, Illustrated. Sent prepaid 
on receipt of price. 


MODMIR PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1020 Reibold Building DAYTON, OHIO 
EAR FELLO CHRISTIANS: 
Prat join om dhe, in daily prayer that God will 
save my son from a oy 8 grave. 
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A CRY FROM THE 
RUSSIAN FIELD 


of 70 native Russia 
of Russa, che helping 80 a8: 
jet Union, whe ure 


Translated excerpts from letters received from Soviet 
Russia: 
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Oct. 125 “Thank you very kindly for your help. 
7930+ My feet are frozen, if possible less he 
me with any thing you can. — 
Oct. 2, “—E re been laboring for the vlord for 
7930. the ears. I have endured terrible 
su > saggy hank you for your letter and 
money.—S. R.” 
Oct. 26, ba | beg you dear friends, if possible to 
1930. send me yor ted notdelay. From my sick- 


ae aad s suffering 1 am still very weak. 

Oct. 21, “My earthly life is asad one. 1 suffer 

1930. gs especially bg: wages and I still 
OL 


ave four ug chigres r trust is only in 


jJesus.—D 

Willy you answer Pt oa cry today? Send your gifts to 

the Russian Gospel Association, Inc. 

64 W. Randolph St. T.M. Chicago, ill., U.S. A. 
Write us for Russian Gospel news bulletin—free 

EXECUTIVE a) 
Rev. Peter Deyneka, M. D. Plunkett 
eneral Director Mi. George A Somes 
Dr. Pou, ° 


Rood, 
Chairman ” Dr. Arthur 1 I. Trews 
Mr. C. B. Hedstrom Rev. Charles Porter 
PARTIAL hand song apie OWriahe” 
Dr. Necmas > Harrison Be. & 


per, Wi, ayer Wik. “Uiderwolt 
Dr. B. sae Weer erks * :. A. A. Smith 
Dr. Will H. Houghton Rev. G. D. Blomgren 
Dr. Albert Hughes Dr. L. R. Patmont 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson Dr. Bob Jones 

Dr. H. A. Ironside Dr. W. Kogers 
Dr. E. C. Miller Dr. J. O. Buswell, Jr. 
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lips will smart for it at the judgment. Evil 
servants who eat and drink with the 
drunken must answer with a face of shame 
to the Lord. Pray for the South Africa 
General Mission, 23 Flatbush Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Wed.—Daniel 5 : 17-28. 
Belshazzar Sells His Kingdom. 
Prayer Svuacestions: “They drank 
wine.” Liquor, lust, and pride wrecked the 
king and lost the kingdom. Against such 
men as Belshazzar who walk in stubborn- 
ness and drunkenness the anger of the Lord 
“shall smoke” (Deut. 29: 18-20). The ruin 
of other nations through drink should be 
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God’s “stop light” to America. Have we 
the wisdom to heed God’s warning bell in 
Belshazzar? Pray for the Chicago Hebrew 
Mission, 1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 20:1, 16-21. 
Defeat Through Drunkenness. 
PrayER Succestions: “Benhadad .. . 
drunk ..., he and... the thirty and two 
kings.” Benhadad and his wine bibbing asso- 
ciates lost the battle. “Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging : and whosoever is de- 
ceived thereby is not wise” (Prov. 20:1). 
“It is not for kings to drink wine” (Prov. 
31:4). Through wine they “err in vision, 
they stumble in judgment.” Woe unto Amer- 





aSS—————— 











You fire Invited 


to Join Christian Fellowship Tour No. 5 


to ALASKA 





Inside Passage to Alaska 


For the fifth consecutive year, this magazine, in co-operation with 
others of the Religious Press Association, will sponsor a Christian Fellow- 


ship Cruise to Alaska. 


The 1937 tour will include Rainier National Park, 


Lake Louise and Banff. The Alaska adventure will extend to Seward 
with opportunity to visit Matanuska Valley. 


Read what former tour members think of Christian Fellowship tours, 
then start planning NOW for a summer travel experience beyond compare. 


Miss Alice Wilson, Valley Forge, Pa— 
“We Frequently taik about our trip and what 
a wonderful time we had with the congenial 
people who made up the party.” 


Miss Harriet J. Berg, Brooklyn.—“I am 
ve-living last summer's experiences many 
times over again. My enthusiasm over the 
trip has not at all waned." 


William B. Kropp, Philadelphia.—"J 
believe every member TF the party had a grand 
time, due in no small bart to the capable 
management of the tour." 


Miss Lena Smith, Hilton, N. Y.—‘I¢ 
was a wonderful trip all the way ... I enjoyed 
every bit of it.” 


Mrs. wx F. Weston, Westfield, N. J.— 
“I think x * ee ‘ully convinced my friends 
that all the way t rough st was more than up 
to my expectations.” 


George E. Watson, Greenwood, S. C.— 
“May I again say to you that I enjoyed to 
the fullest my trip to the West and Alaska.. 
I have already recommended the Alaska trip 
to some friends of mine.’ 


Mr. Edward Krancher, Brooklyn.— 
“What you say és true in every detail as to 
scenery, the waters, the wild life and snow- 
ore mountains... the many cases where 
the bgeuty, and handiwork of God was re- 
veal 


Mary E. Van Arsdale, Los Angeles.— 
“All my memories of the trip to Alaska are 
most pleasant.” 


Miss Nellie C. Burkett, Needham, Mass.—~ 
“The courteous treatment received on every 
hand, as well as the Christian Fellowship 
within the party, made the trip one long to 
be remembered.” 


If you would like Alaska literature and itinerary of the 1937 
Christian Fellowship Tour (when ready), please write to 


MR. JOHN W. LANE, JR. 


Associate Editor, Sunday School Times 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MENTION THIS MAGAZINE WHEN WRITING TO MR. LANE 
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icans who are “at ease in Zion,” and that 
drink wine (Amos 6:1-6). Pray for the 
Christian Progress Scripture Union, 14 
Southfields Road, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
Fri—Isaiah 5 : 22-24. 
Alcohol and Race Degeneracy. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Their blossom 
shall go up as dust.” Ruin lies under the 
hand of King Alcohol. A blasted future is 
the heritage of a drinking race. “Come ye, 
say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourselves with strong drink; and to mor- 
row shall be as this day, and much more 
abundant” (Isa. 56:12). “While they are 
drunken as drunkards, they shall be de- 
voured as stubble fully dry” (Nah. 1: 10). 
Pray for the Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Isaiah 5: 11-17. Woe Upon Excesses! 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “Woe unto them 
that .. . follow strong drink.” The evils of 
drunkenness are legion. Drink spens the 
sluice gates of iniquity. Ruin stalks the 
drinker’s course. The road of rum is a 
highway to perdition (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). 
“Who hath woe? .. . they that tarry long 
at the wine” (Prov. 23:29, 30). Pray for 
the Christian wives of drinkers. 


Sun.—Galatians 6 : 1-10. The Law of Recompense. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “We shall reap.” 
Whatever use we make of fime, talents, 
and temptations we involve the law of sow- 
ing and reaping, The sinful waste of time 
has its suitable punishment. Wasted powers 
of body, mind, and spirit will bring just 
retribution. ‘We shall reap.” God forgive 
our numerous offenses, and give grace for 
victory in the days to come. “As thy days, 
so shall thy strength be’ (Deut. 33:25). 
Pray for the children of drunkards. 
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